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5.3  LSRAC open space and pedestrian movement framework
A diverse range of activities for locals and visitors of all ages should be provided throughout the Leopold. These may include passive open spaces for walking, cycling and horse riding; or active space such as sports pitches, BMX riding and skateboard parks, and playgrounds that cater for both children and their parents. Open spaces should be safe to use, and provide the opportunity for people to meet with one another. Open space also has the potential to add to biodiversity and amenity values within Leopold and, designed in the right way, to contribute to environmental and cultural values. To reduce maintenance costs large areas of open space can be returned to a natural state, which will contribute to the rural character of the town as well as biodiversity values.
5.3.1 General principles
The landscape and pedestrian movement framework seeks to provide a robust template for integrating future commercial development with adjoining recreation areas and Leopold’s residential community. In particular the framework supports the following principles:
•   Provide for a ‘green belt’ between the shopping centre and rural land to the west and north through the establishment of a passive recreation area (refer Figure 12).
•   Provide for a landscaped spine along the ownership boundaries between the northern and southern lots within the commercial development area.
•   Establish safe walking and cycling routes around the periphery of the study area, connecting with the Bellarine Rail Trail, the Memorial Recreation Reserve and the Gateway Sanctuary. These routes should provide for separated pedestrian and
cycle ways, and, where possible, maintain pedestrian and cycle priority over vehicle traffc access. Provision for mobility scooters should be included  as appropriate.
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•   Establish an internal network of pedestrian routes  that maximises permeability through the site, providing for a walkable block pattern.  This will include the addition of clearly delineated pedestrian walkways through large open areas of car park to improve pedestrian legibility and safety.
•   Ensure that pedestrian access points and connections through the LSRAC complement the pedestrian network through the Leopold Memorial Recreation Reserve to provide safe and convenient access through the Centre.
•   Establish distinctive, attractive entrances to the Gateway
Sanctuary, Gateway Plaza and Memorial Recreation Reserve.
•   Mitigate the visual effects of future development and add to the amenity value of the area with landscape boundary treatment to the activity centre.
•   Provide bicycle parking in convenient locations (close to key entrances) where a level of passive surveillance can be achieved.

5.3.2  General strategies
Pedestrian and cycle ways
•   Provide overhead lighting at regular intervals for all footpaths / areas of intensive pedestrian activity (such as the community meeting space within the shopping centre) to enable safe use after dark.
•   Create pedestrian and cycle priority lanes, with vehicles giving way to pedestrians, cyclists and mobility scooters
at intersections, particularly where roads pass through the active recreation area bounding the shopping centre site to the north and west.
Pedestrian friendly streets / street networks
•   Ensure pedestrian footpaths are located alongside all roads including the Bellarine Highway and Melaluka Road.
•   Create a clearly signposted and formed pedestrian connection between Split Court and the recreation reserve. This will better connect the residential area to the east with the reserve, sanctuary and shopping centre to the west.
•   Ensure that pedestrian access points along the eastern boundary tie into the pedestrian network of the Leopold Memorial Recreation Reserve
Universal access
•   Ensure safe and convenient access for everyone, including those with mobility requirements (prams, mobility scooters, shopping trolleys).
•   Provide appropriate pedestrian guidance devices such as tactile indicators, lighting and properly graded pedestrian crossings at all main intersections along the Bellarine Highway and Melaluka Road.
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Figure 12: Future vision of the LSRAC landscape  edge,  a recreation space and green belt for the wider Leopold town
Figure 13: Indicative Section (B) of the LSRAC landscape  edge,  to the north of the study
Provide for a high amenity LSRAC plaza - a community meeting place
•   The LSRAC should provide for a central community
plaza (a mix of hard and soft space) as part of the overall development. This space should be formed and enclosed by new buildings and create a space which defnes the identity of the activity centre and Leopold.

•   The surfaces in the plaza should be pedestrian focused.
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Pedestrian areas should allow spaces for seating and meeting, and street furniture, paving and planting should be chosen to create a people friendly environment.
•   Provide for resting areas within the shopping centre, Gateway Sanctuary and Memorial Recreation Reserve. Such resting areas are to include formal seating places and trees for shade.
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Make existing natural features such as the Gateway Sanctuary and Recreation Reserve more visible by replacing the strong and densely landscaped edge close to the Melaluka Road and the Bellarine Highway intersection with lower, more visually permeable landscaping.
Landscaping and boundary treatment
•   Clearly defne the shopping centre boundary and street edges with landscaping.
•   Provide landscaping within the shopping centre that builds on local identity and promotes the use of indigenous species.
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Figure 14: Indicative concept of proposed plaza facing onto
Melaluka Road and Leopold Recreation reserve
•   The plaza will be a meeting point, a place for events and a space which makes the activity centre an attractive urban community and commercial destination. In addition to being surrounded by retail and commercial activities, it is important that the centre also offer community amenities, for example a (privately operated) child care centre.
•   The plaza should establish a strong relationship with the Leopold Recreation reserve and Melaluka Road, orientating towards these areas.

•   Incorporate tree planting within the shopping centre to provide shade, shelter and amenity.
•   Protect and retain existing vegetation within the development where possible.
•   Create areas of new landscaping (with a strong focus on the use of indigenous species), in line with WSUD principles and refecting the existing landscape character.
•   Design landscapes within and surrounding the shopping centre that enable infltration and retain water to assist in plant maintenance.
•   Enhance the approach and entry experience to Leopold from the east through providing landscaped edges, transitioning from the rural surrounds to the retail space of the shopping centre.


Vision for Leopold  LSRAC: High quality public realm similar to Rouse Hill Centre, Sydney (GPT Group Rouse Hill Brochure)
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Section References: Figures 13 and 15
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Figure 15: Indicative Section (A) of proposed plaza facing onto Melaluka Road and Leopold Recreation reserve
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6.  At the intersection of the Bellarine Highway and Melaluka Road, specifc attention should be given to establishing distinctive, attractive entrances to the Gateway Sanctuary. The entrance should be integrated with existing public realm, providing a meeting point for people and drawing people into the individual site.
7.  Provide for intermittent screening along western boundary, integrated as a landscape feature along the boundary to assist in mitigating the visual effects of future development and add to the amenity value of the area. Trees and other vegetation should be planted prior to future development to ensure that they achieve their purpose as quickly as possible.
8.  Ensure a legible, well defned public route between the proposed plaza, Gateway Sanctuary and Leopold Recreation Reserve.
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