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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES TO QUESTION TIME

TUESDAY, 10 APRIL 2012
The following questions were addressed to the above meeting.  Some questions were adequately responded to at the meeting, however others required a more detailed response in writing.

This document includes both verbal and written responses.  In this instance, no written responses were provided as issues were adequately addressed at the meeting.

Paul Secon asked questions in relation to Amendment C243, and in particular objected to Council planting native grasses. 


Peter Bettess, General Manager, Economic Development, Planning and Tourism, responded the planting of native grasses is being applied only where they exist at the moment.  


Mr Secon also requested an updated address list of surrounding landowners.


The Mayor responded that the questions would be tabled and a written response forwarded.  In relation to providing an updated landowners address list, the Mayor advised Council, for Privacy reasons, could not provide such information.

A subsequent written response was provided by the 
General Manager Economic Development, Planning and Tourism in the following terms:

I refer to your question at the Council meeting.  I note that the written question submitted is completely different to the questions you asked at the meeting.

The New Corio Estate (the Estate) was declared an inappropriate subdivision by the Shire of Corio some 30 years.  No roads or other services have been constructed and the land has retained a rural zoning.  In 2002, the Council initiated a voluntary scheme to buy back the land from individual landowners and to date has purchased more than 50% of the land.

The Estate contains large areas of native grasses that are declared as being of national environmental significance under the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (the EPBC Act).  Commonwealth approval, as well as State government and Council approvals, would be required for any development that threatens the grasslands.  Your suggestion that the grasslands be transplanted to other areas is an action that is unlikely to gain approval.  While I agree with your general proposition that the grasslands may eventually return if farming ceases that is not the situation at the New Corio Estate.  The native grasses exist today.

The Council resolved on 10 April 2012 to refer submissions to Amendment C243 to an independent panel appointed by the Minister for Planning.  The panel will consider the submissions and provide a report to the Council.  The Council will consider this report before deciding on further action in relation to Amendment C243.  You will have an opportunity to present arguments in support of your submission to the panel.
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