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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES TO QUESTION TIME

TUESDAY, 22 MAY 2012
The following questions were addressed to the above meeting.  Some questions were adequately responded to at the meeting, however others required a more detailed response in writing.

This document includes both verbal and written responses.  In this instance, no written responses were provided as issues were adequately addressed at the meeting.

Lynette Hughes asked the following questions:

1. Why should we, the ratepayers of Geelong, pay you a wage with expenditure allowance and pay the wages of an ever burgeoning Council full of works doing what?

a. When each and every one of you in conjunction with the other seven G21 mini governments decide for us what is best for us the ratepayers without proper consultation?

b. With your deliberate and malicious obliteration of the heart of Geelong’s city centre, the booze culture you all promote, the continuous promotion of the Great Ocean Road and Walk by the Council funded Geelong Otway Tourism and by turning our centre into inner-city living for people mainly working Melbourne in the process creating a third zone or another suburb of Melbourne?

2. I and others have a right to know:

a. How much money is spent teaching the How to Graffiti program to the young people all around Geelong by the City of Greater Geelong’s Youth Service workers?

b. Why are we the ratepayers funding office sitters here in the northern suburbs Old Visitors Centre and various officers in the Old Geelong Post Office when the youth use the old Courthouse Arts precinct?

c. How many youth worker controlled avenues do our young people need or is it that the network of youth interconnected youth organisations (Headspace, Jigsaw, Clockwork, Outpost, BAT-Force, Youth for Time (BYAS), Barwon Youth (BAYSA), Bethany, McKillop Family Service, Community Connections, Brophy Family, etc) and their youth workers believe the youth of Geelong cannot think for themselves?

3. Why isn’t the Old Geelong Post Office being used to display and house all our historical records and why was it bought for that purpose, because it appears only youth workers gain the benefit of the view and its use?  

The Mayor responded that it is a democratic right to vote for whoever you like – if you are not happy, vote for another representative. 

The Mayor also indicated that a limit of three questions per person applies.

Geoffrey Hughes addressed his questions to Cr Kylie Fisher:

1. The reserve on the corner of Purnell Road and Bacchus Marsh Road has two electric barbeque plates, one of these has not been working for an extended period of time.  The responsible Council employee has informed me that it would be too expensive to repair.  Some department is trying to obtain funding to replace it.  When will the funding be available and when will the hotplate be working again?

A subsequent written response was provided by the 
General Manager City Services in the following terms:

Thankyou for your question posed at the Ordinary Council Meeting of the Geelong City Council on 22 May 2012.  

“The reserve on the corner of Purnell Road and Bacchus Marsh Road, Corio has two electric BBQ plates - one of these has not been working for an extended period of time, the responsible council employee has informed me that it would be too expensive to repair.  Some department is trying to obtain funding to replace it.  When will the funding be available and when will the hotplate be working again”?

Council recently indicated that it would undertake repairs to the BBQ located in the reserve at the corner of Purnell Road and Bacchus Marsh Road.  Following receipt of quotes to undertake this repair it has been determined that it would be more appropriate and cost effective to replace the unit.

A new BBQ unit has been ordered and following delivery it will be installed at the reserve, it is anticipated that this project will be completed by the end of June 2012.

Thank you for bringing this issue to the attention of Council.

2. Why did you not bother to return my phone call on 15 May, 2012, enquiring about the barbeque, as I left you a message on your mobile phone?


Cr Fisher responded that the area of concern is not in her ward, but in that of

Cr Granger.


Cr Granger asked the questioner to leave his details and a written response 
would be forwarded.

3. What type of people are you contracting who teach young people how to butcher Council small bushes with chainsaws instead of teaching them how to prune them with secateurs?

4. Why is the contract with the contractor not open to us the public as we the public are the actual signatories to the contract, council workers are only signing on our behalf?


The Mayor responded it was possibly a contractor working for Powercor.

A subsequent written response was provided by the 
General Manager City Services in the following terms:

Thankyou for your question posed at the Ordinary Council Meeting of the Geelong City Council on 22 May 2012.  

“What type of people are you contracting who teach young people how to butcher council small bushes with chainsaws instead of teaching them how to prune them with secateurs”?  

Why is the contract with the contractor not open to us the public as we the public are the actual signatories to the contract, council workers are only signing on our behalf?

Council has previously had discussions with Mrs. Hughes regarding the pruning techniques used by our contractor on the trees in Campaspe Court, Corio.  We concur that the Contractor involved and his apprentice used inappropriate tools to perform the work and this has been raised with the contractor to prevent reoccurrences and to advise them of correct pruning techniques.

Council through its open tender or quotation process endeavour to obtain the best value for money for services that require the use of contractors.

Thank you for bringing this issue to the attention of Council.

Cameron McEwan made various comments in relation to Amendment C186, which 
were addressed during debate of the item.



Colin Wallace asked:

1. Are Councillors, each of you, aware that, as the employer of the Chief Executive Officer, you are accountable for his conduct and, because he is accountable for the conduct of the officers under him, you are ultimately accountable for the things that officers say or do in the name of the City of Greater Geelong?


The Mayor responded ‘yes’.
2. Bearing in mind that Cr Ron Nelson and Cr Eddy Kontelj have taken office during the current term, are Councillors, each of you, aware that on numerous occasions at public question time I have brought to your notice that certain actions and statements of officers in the name of the City of Greater Geelong cannot be relied upon and that, in respect of these, you have failed to hold your employee, the Chief Executive officer, to account for his own conduct and that of officers under him, thereby failing to exercise the care and diligence required of you as elected representatives in a democratic government?


The Mayor responded we certainly know our responsibility and all have faith in the 
Chief Executive Officer.

Mary Wallace referred to the Mayor restricting Lynette Hughes to three questions, and asked where in the Local Law does it state that question time is limited to three questions per person?


The Mayor responded that as Chair of the meeting he has the responsibility for the conduct of the meeting.  In light of the agenda items to be considered this evening, I am restricting questions to three per person. 
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