Beacon Point Reserve Master Plan
Project Fact Sheet and Responses at the Analysis Phase

A fact sheet for the Beacon Point Reserve Master Plan was released by the City of Greater Geelong. Members of the community were invited to provide feedback on the Draft Master Plan and to make any suggestions directly to the council. Responses were received through email up until 16 March 2012.Below is a summary of the comments received from 10 individual submissions:

Values

· Beacon Point reserve is an important space for informal recreation

· It is valued for its off leash dog policy

· It is valued as a space for relaxation

· It is valued as a space for exercise and unstructured sport
· Beacon Point Reserve should be left as is

· Commend the council on preparing Master Plan and support it

· Appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Master Plan
Recreation

· Install a walking track right along the water’s edge at the base of the cliffs from Scarborough Creek past the Reserve car park right along the foreshore to The Dell.

· Install a walking path along the western side of Scarborough Creek running approximately south-east from the Bay right to the Geelong-Portarlington Road.

Facilities

· Erect a few sheltered tables and bench seats for picnics.

· Install more wooden seats along Edge Water Drive (similar to the wonderful seat installed around a year ago at the western end of Edge Water Drive near Centaurus Avenue.
· Provision of public toilets needs to be carefully considered as part of a wider public toilet strategy for the municipality which identifies need and the criteria for the location of these new Council assets. There is the potential for an increase in vandalism and undesirable after hours use.
· Provide more bins.
· Additional unstructured facilities will attract vandalism and undesirable after hours use.
Access

· More effective integration with the rest of the excellent development from Beacon Point to Jetty Rd around the water's edge would be welcome, including safe access to the bay at the mouth of Scarborough Creek. Development of the established unofficial path/track along the creek linking with the upper High Ridge drive would make an excellent circuit for healthy exercise and allow residents children a safe route to the bay that did not involve walking on the road.

· There are safety concerns around the instability of the cliff top where people access the reserve from the car park on Beacon Point Rd. It is suggested to widen the foot traffic area at the end of the Road to provide safe access across the end of the car park between the reserve and the adjoining picnic area.
· Install steps from the Reserve at Scarborough Creek down to the water’s edge.

· Install steps from the Reserve at the car park down to the water’s edge.

· Continue the new steps and hand rail recently installed, towards the bottom of the road to the beach at the western end of Edge Water Drive (near Centaurus Avenue), all the way up the road to the top of the bank.
Maintenance and Management

· The entire strip along Edge Water Drive requires a small post and rail fence (similar to the fence installed around a year ago at the western end of Edge Water Drive near Centaurus Avenue) to prevent the numerous vehicles driving and parking on the grass.
· Commence frequent dog patrols.

· Monitor facilities with surveillance and implement warning signage.

· Low impact developments preferred to limit impact of increased vehicle traffic.

· Improve maintenance of beach/beach access as it is unattractive and unsafe.
Environmental

· Completely rebuild the storm water outlet and drains at the base of the road to the beach at the western end of Edge Water Drive (near Centaurus Avenue), as it is dangerous.
· The design must address the current negative visual impacts on the pumping station and the main drain pit/grill within the reserve.
Vegetation

· Plant “native” shade and bird-attracting trees right along the foreshore, from Scarborough Creek through the Reserve along the Edge Water Drive foreshore to the western end of Edge Water Drive (near Centaurus Avenue).

· Tree planting clumps to establish interest, diversity and breakup the large expanse of space may be better received by residents, striking an appropriate balance with the sharing of views. 
· Enabling casual surveillance from residential properties of the users of the reserve adds interest and safety both perceived and actual therefore proposals to screen the residential interfaces with trees and vegetation are opposed.
· Community participation in weed removal, clean up and revegetation programs.

· Do not plant or build on Edgewater Drive as it will impact views and increase noise.
