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COMMUNITY CONSULTATION ON THE DRAFT MASTER PLAN FEBRUARY 2013 (Prepared by TBLD for GoGG 14/2/2013)
	No
	Summary of Comments
	Response

	1
	Preservation of the resident population of pardalotes, small colourful native birds, who have colonised the cliff face at Beacon Point are unique to Australia. I fear that disturbance of gorse and other flora may disturb their habitat. Consideration needs to be given to the needs of these little birds when making choice of suitable plants.
	The Draft Master Plan did not undertake surveys of existing fauna. Investigation of any future beach access location will be subject to geotechnical, archaeological and flora and fauna assessments as required by DSE. Major weed control works are a low priority.
Recommendation: Add note clarifying that existing vegetation including declared weeds such as boxthorn and gorse provide important stability and habitat in absence of natural vegetation on the steep eroding cliffs. Management options will focus on control of spread and removal will not be undertaken until revegetation provides equivalent habitat.



	2a
	We would like to provide feedback on the Draft Beacon Point Reserve Master Plan as we are long-term residents (>25 years) at a property adjoining the reserve along Scarborough Creek.

1. Open grass area of Beacon Point Reserve: 

We support the proposals in their entirety.
	Noted

Recommendation: No change to plan

	2b
	2. New Wetland:

We support the proposals in their entirety. 
	Noted

Recommendation: No change to plan

	2c
	3. Picnic Area:

We support the proposals in principle, but recommend that the public toilets (closed at night) are made an integral component of the picnic area upgrade (independent of the formalisation of beach access) and are given a high priority.
	As noted in the Draft Master, the establishment of toilet facilities at Beacon Point Reserve will only be considered when there is a significant increase in visitation levels following the successful provision of beach access.

Recommendation: No change to plan

	2d
	4. Foreshore & Cliff top area:

We support the proposals in principle, but recommend that the extension to the unsealed walking track is included in the Master Plan without the requirement that it leads to beach access - it should be provided purely to allow the many walkers who use the Scarborough Creek area a defined and safe (surefooted) walking surface and to minimise erosion. 

The additional beach access east of Beacon Point is not strictly necessary, provided the beach access west of Beacon Point is not moved from Cantata Way. The cost saving to the project by deleting the second beach access could be used to completely fund the additional cost of the proposed unsealed walking track below.  
	Implementation of new unsealed walking paths at Beacon Point Reserve will be staged and aim to provide loop walking experience. If beach access cannot be established east of Beacon Point, a formal unsealed path extension of the trail will become lower priority.

Recommendation: No change to plan

	2e
	5. Scarborough Creek:

We support the proposals in principle, but recommend that the proposal to continue to only provide informal grass walking along Scarborough Creek is changed to instead provide an unsealed walking track as above. The many walkers who use the unsealed grass area have resulted in a bare walking track forming that is very muddy and slippery when wet, and so the provision of an unsealed walking track not only resolves this issue but helps to control erosion.
	There is no open space link south out of Scarborough Creek and therefore establishment of a formal path is a low priority.

Recommendation: No change to plan

	2f
	The proposed addition of overstorey trees west of Scarborough Creek along the reserve must be implemented such that existing views from adjoining landholders' properties are maintained, but this requirement is missing from Section A - Scarborough Creek. The views in question include sea views and long rural views over the land east of Scarborough Creek.
	The Draft Master Plan recommends liaising with the adjoining land holders to establish new indigenous trees along the property boundaries to ensure that views are maintained.

Recommendation: Add text to notes in Section A about maintaining views along property boundaries.

	2g
	We would like to see weed control measures stepped up along the reserve and embankments on Scarborough Creek, and recommend that the significant rabbit and hare control issue in this area is addressed before planting commences.
	Noted

Recommendation: No change to plan

	3a
	6. The entire strip along Edge Water Drive requires a small post and rail fence (similar to the fence installed around a year and a half ago at the western end of Edge Water Drive near Centaurus Avenue) to prevent the numerous vehicles driving and parking on the grass.
	There is extensive on street parking and vehicles accessing grass areas does not appear to be a significant problem.

Recommendation: Liaise with CoGG Traffic Engineering to confirm the need for additional vehicle control barriers along Edgewater Drive.

	3b
	7. Install more wooden seats (say half a dozen or so) right along Edge Water Drive (similar to the wonderful seat installed around a year and a half ago at the western end of Edge Water Drive near Centaurus Avenue) to sit and look at the amazing bay views.
	The Master Plan recommends that new seats be installed at key locations along the coastal reserve.

Recommendation: No change to plan

	3c
	8. Install a walking track right along the water’s edge at the base of the cliffs from Scarborough Creek past the Reserve car park right along the foreshore to The Dell.  Currently, the foreshore is in a terrible state and it appears no one has any pride in this area of the Bay.
	Establishment of a walking track at the base of the cliff is not possible due to the risks associated with the naturally occurring cliff erosion and high tides. Investigation of links to The Dell is proposed in accordance with the Clifton Springs Management Plan. 

Recommendation: No change to plan

	3d
	9. Install a walking path along the western side of Scarborough Creek running approximately south-east from the Bay right to the Geelong-Portarlington Road.
	Refer to 2d 

Land adjacent Geelong Portalington Road is privately owned. The Master Plan and Structure Plan recommend investigation of this link if land is redeveloped.

Recommendation: No change to plan

	3e
	10. Can you please include drinking water facilities at the Beacon Point Reserve (and a couple more if possible along the water front right along Edgewater Drive).
	Provision of drinking fountain will be considered as part of the investigation to upgrade picnic and toilet facilities at Beacon Point Reserve, following successful provision of beach access.

Recommendation: No change to plan

	4

4a
	My comments have, as a main aim, the need to accommodate extreme weather conditions, climate change effects, and utilizing & conserving our resources, as well as keeping it as a people friendly place. 

I do not have any costings for the below ideas, but I presume some estimates could be obtained from the work previously done in the area (as indicated below) I believe it is more appropriate to work this into a long term plan rather than short term modifications which will not achieve the desirable outcomes indicated above.

11. I am surprised that a “Wetlands area” would be planned for a cliff-top area when the fragile falling cliff area is a known structurally unsound area.

I would suggest this Wetlands proposal is not logical and its integrity i.e. leaking water into the cliff area would be unable to be guaranteed by anyone. i.e. especially feeding storm-water into it and potentially causing leakage into the ground and down into the bay – via the cliffs and eroding them. 

If the Clifton Springs pool at the Dell was a concern, then this proposal is in exactly the same situation as well. There were also caverns found under the ground in this area when the contractors were installing the main sewerage piping in the housed area. 
	The proposed water quality treatment wetland is aimed at removing nutrients and sediment from low flows before these are released back into the bay via the main stormwater drain. Installation of a clay lining to the wetland will ensure minimal seepage into the natural ground and a full geotechnical investigation will be completed as part of detailed design.

Recommendation: No change to plan

	4b
	12. If you want to provide a water feature area, you would be better advised to put it in the naturally occurring Scarborough Creek area. Traditionally we have put lots of infra-structure in place and running mega-litres of valuable storm-water into the bay – we need to change this philosophy!! 

Why not catch it and use it?? Why don’t we provide a series of mini – dams along the Scarborough Creek to catch the water and use it for sustaining the vegetation you are considering there? I am basing this on the similar proposal recently installed in the Clifton Springs Golf Club grounds near Bayshore Ave. You would then have sufficient water to water the whole Beacon Pt Reserve If required and have a store for fire-brigades in an emergency, droughts etc. Water quality monitoring would also be easier & more reliable & excursion problems would be more traceable.
	Scarborough Creek is a natural waterway and existing flora and fauna values preclude the modification of this system to install dams.

Recommendation: No change to plan

	4c
	13. To assist in protecting the cliff area and to provide a people friendly area at the shore-line area, I would suggest extending the shore-line out from the cliff into the water by providing suitable fill material - similar to that work done on the East side of the Clifton Springs boat ramp area.

This would protect the bottom of the cliff from the erosion caused by rough weather & waves against the base of the cliff. It would also protect the cliffs, for a time, from the rising water levels predicted from climate change. The filled area, into the water, could then be grasses & treed with tables & seats etc, similar to the area east of the boat ramp. 
	Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) are responsible for beach renourishment works. There are no planned works east of Beacon Point. 

Recommendation: No change to plan

	4d
	14. I do not see any access from the top of the cliff to the beach at the end of Beacon Point Rd, is this planned, or would people have to walk around from the steps a fair way West of Beacon Pt Rd.?
	The Draft Master Plan recommends the investigation of a new beach access east of Beacon Point, subject to geotechnical, flora & fauna and archaeological investigations.

Recommendation: No change to plan

	5
	Why is the wetland so small? Using 1/3 of the area would be far more useful especially for birds to use for nesting and generally a place to call home. There are lots of local birds in this area, which would be very grateful.
	The wetland catchment is relatively small and would be aimed at treating low flows only to ensure sustainability of planting.

Beacon Point Reserve also provides the largest open flat grassed area along the coastal reserve and use must be balanced against the need for passive recreation.

Recommendation: No change to plan

	6
	The detail as outlined in the Master Plan for the western end of the foreshore is commendable but my comments involve optimising the opportunities at the eastern end of the Reserve where Edgewater Drive and Centaurus Avenue Intersect.

The opportunity for public beach access is more applicable than at the western reserve end of Beacon Point. There is ample space for parking off the street on the headland - the addition of bollards would stop cars travelling down the paved path to the shoreline or reaching the cliff face.

Improving this substantial walking track would allow access for prams and pushers and assist the less mobile. The track is the best method of reaching the foreshore beaches as elsewhere along Edge Water Drive and the reserve, access is by stairs down steep cliffs. The tracks at the eastern reserve end are more prolific and attractive and connect to key locations like 'the dell'. If Council funds for expenditure on this underutilised peice of Clifton Springs coastline are tights, surely it would be more prudent to continue redeveloping the western end of the reserve.
	The Draft Master Plan provides recommendations for the staged development of facilities including beach access at Beacon Point Reserve, which is a key open space area along the coastal foreshore as identified in the Clifton Springs Management Plan 2008.

Improvements to other beach access points along the coastal reserve is outside the scope of this project.

Recommendation: No change to plan

	7
	I would have liked to see some play or interactive equipment for children. With a mix of aging population with visiting grandchildren and young families in the area I think a playground would be well utilised in a space where there will be BBQ facilities and access to the beach. The closest playground is at Centaurus Ave, is quite hidden and is rarely used. Another playground up at Tanderra Court is hardly used also. (From my experience)
	The two existing playgrounds are located within walking distance to Beacon Point Reserve and are accessible to the local community. Provision of additional playground facilities at Beacon Point is not proposed in the short-medium term but may be reconsidered if beach access and upgraded picnic facilities are established.

Recommendation: No change to plan

	8a
	1. I am against upgrading the picnic area and certainly do not want toilet facilities. The rest is fine (MR)

· We understand from an enquiry made separately to the meeting that was held to discuss this that a toilet facility is not likely to be built in the early stage of the Plan’s implementation until the stairs to the beach are built. We would like clarification of the proposed timetable of works.
	The potential provision of beach access at Beacon Point will prompt a potential increase in use and visitation levels at Beacon Point Reserve. The facilities in the park will be then required to appropriately provide the level of service and infrastructure to cater for this increase. Until there is beach access however there will be no toilet facility required.

Recommendation: No change to plan

	8b
	2. I consider it important that any beach access be constructed to the east of Beacon Point as a matter of priority. There is no mention of the walking/bike path to connect the Dell all the way to Portarlington. (LM)
· As referred to in the opening, this is a matter that needs to be taken up with DSE and for the Friends to get a better understanding of the state of the coastline in this area. If a solution is found then then the Reserve and its surroundings will become more popular and therefore there will need to be additional facilities including a toilet and probably extended parking spaces. The Reserve already has a number of regular users and any increase after access to the beach is provided will need careful management
	The investigation of the location and feasibility of beach access to the east of Beacon Point is identified as a high priority in the Draft Master Plan. The Draft Masterplan also identifies the future need to complete the trail link to the Dell, as identified in the Clifton Springs Management Plan.

Noted.
Recommendation: No change to plan

	8c
	3. It would be great if there was some nature play space with a few boulders near the proposed wetlands. I am concerned about mosquitos that may breed as aresult of the creation of the lake.
I would like to know what type of trees that are being looked at for the boundaries though. Not sure about the prospect of toilets in the future. (ST)

· A proposal for a lake was not muted at the meetings with the consultants in March. This is not objected to and in fact may enhance the area more than envisaged. It does raise some specific questions:

· How will the dam be filled?

· How will it be kept from stagnating and therefore attract mosquito breeding?

· What safety restrictions will be imposed to manage the lake and ensure that it does not become a distraction to the “passive” feel of the area now? 

· What wildlife is envisaged to be introduced?

· What OH&S rules will be imposed on the area?

· Will the lake be stocked with fish?


	There is no intention to establish a lake. The Draft Master Plan recommends the establishment of a water quality treatment wetland. This will dry out in periods of warm weather and will not increase levels of mosquitos. Refer 4a and 5.

The potential water quality treatment wetland will improve biodiversity and habitat values for birds however there will be no other wildlife introduced and the wetland will not support fish.

Recommendation: No change to plan



	8d
	Recreation

1. Where is the narrow path to link High Ridge Drive with Cantata Drive shown on the Plan?  
	The narrow 1.5m unsealed path runs along the eastern boundary of the reserve and along the foreshore reserve through to the access stairs at Cantata Way. The new path is shown as a thin yellow strip on the plan.

Recommendation: No change to plan

	8e
	Park Facilities

2. The proposed facilities are OK however refer to earlier comments regarding the timing of the installation of the stairs to the beach and the installation of a toilet facility.
	Refer to 8b.

Recommendation: No change to plan



	8f
	Barwon Water Pumping Station

3. It is most appropriate that the pumping station be sensitively fenced in.
	The Draft Master Plan recommends liaising with Barwon Water to improve the visual exterior of the pumping station building. 
Recommendation: No change to plan

	8g
	Beach Access 

4. We prefer  that access to the beach be as suggested in Option B. Subject to the findings of the Cultural Heritage report, it would seem to be more logical that despite the steepness of the banks, that a stairway could be built  to start from a point 50 to 75 meters from the mouth of Scarborough Creek. It would be appropriate if when this is being considered that The Friends could be consulted and be advised of the difficulties associated with the location of any entry point.
	Noted

Recommendation: No change to plan



	8h
	Land Management

5. This para suggests the main area of the reserve be available for “Dog off Lead” but the strip from the reserve to Scarborough Creek be “Dog on Lead” We do not see the reason for this distinction and it would be hard to police. It would be more sensible to class the whole of the Reserve area as “Dog off Lead”
	The Draft Master Plan recommends 'dog on lead' along the Scarborough Creek corridor to protect the existing environmental values in the creek and minimise disturbance to other dogs and livestock in the adjoining properties along the corridor.

Recommendation: No change to plan

	8i
	Flora and Fauna

6. We support the suggested flora plan in principle. The types of plants and grass replacement types are not specified but it appears that native types will be installed where possible. Minimising height of any trees and or shrubs is a most important.
	Noted Refer 2f.

Recommendation: Amend Draft Master Plan as per recommendation in 2f.



	8j
	7. There are a number of feral animals living in the Reserve such as rabbits, foxes and hares. There is a need to minimise these as they not only destroy the vegetation but also disturb the ground. Elimination of these pests will allow for more native type fauna to move in.
	The unfenced eastern boundary along the undeveloped rural properties to the east of Scarborough Creek presents a significant challenge to management of pest species. The impact of pests on the environmental values and cliff stability will be monitored and pest control programs will be coordinated with adjoining land holders and DPI when required.

Recommendation: No change to plan

	8k
	8. We note that there are some residents who have access to the Scarborough Creek area to allow their livestock to roam. There is no real objection to this however if walking trails are to be formed it may be necessary to provide guidelines for this activity.
	Council by laws do not allow the access of live stock within public open space.
Recommendation: No change to plan

	8l
	9. There are neighbours bordering on the west boundary of the Reserve who have planted non indigenous plants outside their fences. We would like guidance on how to address this. Allowed to remain or not?
	Planting within the open space corridor is not permitted without Council approval. Exotic species are frequently weeds in coastal reserves and will eventually be moved and replaced with local indigenous species.
Recommendation: No change to plan

	8m
	Scarborough Creek 

10. We believe that it would be an advantage to have the ability to be able to exit the Scarborough Creek area to the south and walk out to Panorama Court. 
	There is no existing public access from Scarborough Creek to Panorama Ct. As outlined in the Structure Plan opportunities for future links will be considered if they arise.

Recommendation: No change to plan

	8n
	Cultural Heritage

11. We agree that where the heritage matters are identified that they be protected although we believe that they should not be formally signposted as this will encourage vandalism and desecration.
	Noted

Recommendation: No change to plan

	8o
	12. The erection of the fences further away from the cliff area is sensible but we believe that the erosion will not be curtailed unless there is better control of storm water outfall. 
	The cliffs will continue to naturally erode. The establishment of new low indigenous planting along the top of the cliff area will minimise the impact of stormwater erosion along the cliff. The existing grassed swale along the foreshore corridor will also be retained to catch overland flows before these reach the cliff. 
Recommendation: No change to plan 

	8p
	Water Quality Treatment Wetland 

13. We wish to meet with your experts on this matter to better understand the stormwater management process and the proposal to harvest some of the outfall for the wetlands. 
	Noted. The master plan only suggests investigation of a wetland and this will involve further consultation if it proceeds.
Recommendation: No change to plan

	8q
	Conclusions

We have stated at the outset that the Plan in the main is acceptable to us and we support its implementation. We would like to know when plan will commence to be implemented and what stages are envisaged. There will need to be relevant signage at the Reserves entrance and at appropriate points along the way. Signs discouraging minibikes and other such activities will be necessary. More dog bag facilities and bins would be of assistance. We are willing to participate in the vegetation planting programme as we believe that participation in that part of  Reserves development will confirm interest and ownership of the project for the local residents.

We would like to hear from you regarding the DSE participation in the coastal protection programme.

We look forward to meeting with you and the staff of the Council as the process of confirmation of the Plan progresses.
	Noted

Recommendation: No change to plan

	9
	Please paved walkways (at least in the Edgewater Drive area) I walk there each day, as I have for 14 years, and each time I think of the paved walkways in all the towns I have holidayed, form Far North Queensland through to Northern NSW.

We usually choose smaller locations for holidays, often much smaller than Clifton Springs, and without fail have experienced paved walkways and also boardwalks where the terrain varies.  Surely COGG could do that here.
	The proposed unsealed walking paths outlined on the Draft Master Plan will provide significant improvements in all weather all ability access. There are few footpaths in Clifton Springs and staged cost effective improvements to the network are seen as the most equitable way to improve access.
Recommendation: No change to plan

	10
	Currently Beacon Point is something of a “dead-end”, but this should not be the case.

I walk with some friends from Clifton Springs to Portarlington once a year. We do it around low tide; it takes about 2 hours and is an easy and very scenic walk.

The Beacon Point Master Plan should encourage this activity.

Also, as a priority, there should be a cycling/walking trail along the bay coastline passing through Beacon Point and connecting to the Geelong/Portarlington Road.

Beach access also needs to be improved and made more accessible by the mobility challenged.
	The Draft Master Plan supports the establishment of future trail link to the lower Dell to the west, as identified in the Clifton Springs Coastal Management Plan. Beach access at Beacon Point will also be investigated and this would assist informal beach walking access through to Portarlington.

Recommendation: No change to plan

	11
	I would like to suggest a walking/cycling path around the edge of the park and through the centre. This could be in crushed rock/gravel/ or bitumen would be better.
	Beacon Point Reserve provides the largest open flat grassed area along the coastal reserve, which is to be retained for informal recreation.

A new unsealed walking path is proposed to provide walking link through the park from High Ridge Drive to the beach access stairs at Cantata Way. This new walking trail is located around the perimeter to maximise the grassed area available for informal recreation and diversity of use of the open space.

Recommendation: No change to plan 

	12a
	Landscape Treatment

I support much needed improvements to Beacon Point Reserve to enhance its use as informal recreation, including formalised paths, jogging tracks, children's active recreation space, weed control and plantings (including trees). 
	Noted

Recommendation: No change to plan

	12b
	Planting of trees is appropriate however given broader resident concern this should be carefully considered to enable sharing of important established views from residential properties. Tree planting in clumps to establish interest, diversity and break up the large expanse of space is supported in striking an appropriate balance with the sharing of views.  It’s great that this issue has been acknowledged in the design.  The plan in my view could have gone further in providing for groupings of vegetation and trees within the space rather than just on the edges particularly at the southern end were residents views would be above the canopy line in many respects.
	Further planting within the reserve, including changes using mounds can be considered as part of investigation for the wetlands and proposed upgrade of picnic facilities.

Recommendation: No change to plan.

	12c
	Similarly I consider that the plan could do more in terms of  “low scale“ mounding or rock formations and the like to add greater visual interest to the reserve space and areas for kids to explore.  There is currently one small hill on the reserve and that is the spot the local kids gravitate too.  Consideration should be given to manipulation of the flat landscape in the centre of the reserve to add interest and activity.  The design is fairly vanilla in this respect and I know the designers can achieve a better outcome with encouragement from Council. 

Finally I’m pleased that the design addresses the current negative visual impacts on the pumping station. 
	Refer 12b.

Recommendation: No change to plan

	12d
	Wetland

I fully support the wetland as an environmental water treatment initiative and adding some much needed interest to the space.  This is much better than drains going untreated into the bay and causing beach pollution after rain events.  I really hope that this isn’t costed out of the works which would deliver a very uninteresting overall result.  I expect Council, may receive some opposition to a wetland with concerns of mosquitos etc.  Council should show environmental leadership and champion the wetland in response to any such concerns.  The large main drain pit/grill within the reserve north of the wetland is unsuccessfully protected by a galvanised railing at present.  The design should address this minor eyesore through either planting or potentially relocation or expansion of the wetland to incorporate this feature.
	Refer to 4a.
Recommendation: No change to plan

	12e
	Backing away from Beacon Point Reserve Beach access

This is my main concern.  Beach access from Beacon point reserve as shown on the Clifton Springs Foreshore Management Plan 2008 makes perfect sense at this point and could further add to the value and use of both an excellent section of beach and the reserve in the same way that the Dell does further down.  Due to the limited public access this section of beach is not well maintained being basically spoilt by drift rubbish from the bay.  The beach itself is one of the best naturally occurring sandy beach assets to this section of coast, superior to that of the Dell.  The Draft Master Plan now states this as ”investigate location only” which is very disappointing.  I would like to see this included in the Master Plan as a Council commitment and the Council to then take this up with DSE on residents’ behalf. The removal of the steps to the beach on Edgewater would seem counter productive particularly as the proposal is to replace these with another access only slightly to the west and then undertake additional beach replenishment works.  It doesn’t make any sense to me when works further west at the bend in Edgewater have provided beach access in any event.  What we really need is to add value to Beacon Point reserve by including beach access to east of Beacon Point Road.  The plan is a backing away from the Council adopted Coastal Management Plan on this point which committed to this access.  Why remove one access for residents west of Beacon Point road only to replace this further west and closer to an already existing access point when the funds could be committed and shared with this master planning project adding value to both and potentially bringing forward this project on Council’s capital works program.  A bit of joined up government could be a beautiful thing.

Recent beach access from Edgewater Drive which is rocky and plagued with algae at the sandy section due to close proximity of the visually unattractive and dangerous stormwater drain - not a pleasant environment for children which raises community health issues especially after rain events.  Public access as committed in the 2008 Plan would enhance community use and rubbish collection/disposal by walkers and users of the space, particularly if bins were provided to assist this on-going community cleanup.  I anticipate the strong community presence would willingly participate in weed removal, community clean-up and revegetation programs.  Cost associated with Edgewater Drive beach replenishment works could be saved and redirected towards Beacon Point vegetation works. 
	The Clifton Springs Coastal Management Plan recommended investigation and this has been supported as a high priority in the Master Plan. Until detailed geotechnical, Flora and Fauna and Cultural Heritage assessments have been completed it is not possible to confirm if access is feasible east of Beacon Point.

Recommendation: No change to plan

	12f
	Public Toilets

The provision of public toilets needs to be carefully considered as part of a wider public toilet strategy for the municipality which identifies need and the criteria for the location of these new Council assets.  Issues of appropriate separation from residential properties combined with the need for casual surveillance from roads and other business or uses are critical.  Gone obviously are the days of burying these toilets in isolated public parks which has lead to ongoing vandalism and cost to Council as well as other undesirable activities.  Such possible outcomes are completely unacceptable in such an isolated family location.  If toilets are to be entertained a location on west side of the Beacon Point Road water front would be superior in providing for casual surveillance to reduce undesirable activity and vandalism.  The plan identifies the need for an appropriately designed building however recessing the building behind the pumping station and away from residential view lines in the wrong design approach.  The building should be close to the reserve and parking area, well designed and clearly visible for casual surveillance.  Closed at night is appropriate.
	Refer 2c.

The location of the proposed public toilet facilities has been chosen for its proximity to the existing sewer pumping station as well as the recessed nature of the topography to minimise the visual impact of this new built structure in the reserve. Its location in proximity and view from Beacon Point Road and adjoining residential properties will ensure passive surveillance in maintained while minimising impacts on views.

Recommendation: No change to plan

	13
	Draft Master Plan for Beacon Point Reserve is mostly on the right track and would improve access and environment of the area. 

Only concern is the proposed deviation of drainage to a small wetland- the potential for increase in fauna i.e. snakes needs to be considered. The area is close to residential houses and the potential safety issues need attention.
	The proposed wetland will be located away from housing and as it is not connected to bushland or a natural waterway it is not likely to attract snakes.
Recommendation: No change to plan

	14a
	Include a section on sea level rise.

Is sea level rise being considered in your planning?

As a resident, of course I would like to see greater access to the beach, especially west of the Cantata Steps, through to the current ramp near Caravel Ave, and also west, even beyond Scarborough Creek, to McAdams Lane, which is a great stretch of beach. 

However, nobody wants to see money wasted, so I wonder about the sense of beach renourishment against the long-term effects (beyond 2030) of rising sea levels and the very recent effect of channel deepening. 
	Climate change is a key element of all Council planning. The Master Plan is consistent with Council's Coastal Processes Study and Current Climate Change policies. The beach renourishment program is run by DSE and is outside the scope of the Master Plan.
Geotechnical and Coastal Engineering assessment will be required as part of investigation for new stair access east of Beacon Point.

Recommendation: No change to plan. 

	14b
	Global warming

By 2050, sea levels are forecast to be 40cm higher than present levels. For planning purposes, the official sea level rise being used by the Victorian Government is 80cm by 2100.

In 2050, will Clifton Springs have any beach left at all, in any of the Zones (1 to 4) between The Dell and McAdams Lane? Probably not, particularly when the forecast rise is compounded by the approximate 15 cm rise that, I believe, has already occurred since the deepening of the Port Phillip shipping channel (the last step at Cantata is now almost constantly under water). Why?
	Refer 14a.
Recommendation: No change to plan

	14c
	Channel deepening

I believe the public was misled about the tide (level) effect of blasting 3 metres (!) of rock from The Rip, with effects rippling all the way around the bay, including Clifton Springs. To accommodate ships with a 14m draught (without tidal assistance), The Rip was deepened to 17.3m, requiring removal of around 3 metre of rock 

(http://www.terra-et-aqua.com/dmdocuments/terra118_4.pdf, 2010). The effect on (high) tide levels was calculated to be around 8 mm, hence no effect on coastal erosion. (http://www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/34562/DG_Provis_-_Statement.pdf 

No effect on coastal erosion? Check out Portsea beach. The Govt argued that the loss of 2.5m of Portsea beach was due to natural storm swells. However, it coincided with channel deepening, and the sand has not returned (a renourishment plan was released in May 2012).

The Govt’s position also contradicts the statement that a one-centimetre sea-level rise can cause erosion effects of up to one metre (Sydney Morning Herald 2008, quoting study commissioned by the NSW Department of Climate Change, conducted by University of NSW).
So What about Clifton Springs: How much has the tide level really been increased as a result of deepening of the Heads? When the new stairs (at Cantata Way) were built in 2005, access to the beach was as easy as stepping off the last step onto sand at – except at high tide, when the last one and sometimes two steps was typically under water. At low tide, I could walk to McAdams Lane without getting my ankles wet. That is no longer possible. I believe that the water level in 2012 is around 15cm higher than it was in 2005 when the steps were constructed, and that most of the rise in water level occurred post-2009.

The State Govt has promised $300k to provide 15,000 tonnes of sand for Clifton Springs (http://www.starnewsgroup.com.au/indy/surfcoast/271/story/150048.html). I’m assuming most of it will be used to renourish the beach below the Cantata steps. The grant is welcomed, but unless another groyne is built, I doubt the renourishment will last the anticipated 15 years. Remember, it’s taken less than 3 years to lose all sand west of the Cantata steps.

Include a section on experience gained from past projects

Please consider successes and failures of previous projects within the area. Also, even though The Dell is excluded from the map that you’ve sent me, you should look at work around The Dell too. The questions I suggest you should consider are:

· With the benefit of several years of hindsight, what has worked and what hasn’t? Why?

· What did the engineers recommend and why, ie. what was their logic?

· Did Council adopt all of the engineers’ recommendations? If not, why?

Some projects have clearly worked, such Groynes 1 (along the old jetty) & 2. Sand has built up to a height of around a metre, for a distance of around 15 metres on the east side of each groyne and imported sand has been retained. In contrast scouring has occurred to the east of easternmost (third) groyne.

The ramp: Whose idea was it to build a ramp access down to the beach (rather than stairs – smart decision), across a natural drainage course (dumb)? It’s particularly annoying because I told one of the engineers at the time that it would not work because heavy rainstorms would quickly scour the ramp. I even recommended a better location (just to the east, along a natural high-point (near to the old stairs). My alternative ramp would have allowed stormwater to take its natural course to the bay, along with the inevitable tonnes of sediment. Instead, the ‘crap-trap” has silted up, to the point where further rubbish exerted so much pressure on the safety grates that they tore away from the concrete, bolts and all. A ramp will probably always scour, but placement away from natural drains will minimise scouring.

Other recent projects: Decision to build new stairs at Cantata Way
Despite the failure of the old stairs, a new set was built. These will inevitably tear apart too. Why not a ramp? Are stairs more cost-effective (taking into account the comparatively large amount of maintenance required for a ramp)? Different options and associated costs should be included in your Draft plan, to demonstrate to stakeholders that various options have been considered.

Incomplete projects: Decision to not build the fourth groyne

I’ve been told by an engineer that the loss of sand at the Cantata Stairs is due to scouring, caused by, ironically, the groyne that was built (in 2010) to renourish the beach. There is now no sand at the bottom of the stairs –it’s all been scoured away. According to an engineer that I’ve spoken to, this sand is being deposited all the way at Point Richards - and it’s not coming back. I was told that this scouring would not have happened if the other, planned, groynes further to the east had been constructed. Why was groyne no.4 not built?
	Refer 14a.
Recommendation: No change to plan

	14d
	1.4.4 Domestic Animal Management Plan, City of Greater Geelong, 2008

As a former dog-owner, I appreciated the freedom to allow the dog to run off-leash.

What I didn’t appreciate was the removal of the dog poo bins from the old (now demolished stairs). I think a bin every 150m is reasonable.
	CoGG to provide dog bins at the entries to the reserve at Beacon Point Road and High Ridge Drive. It is important that bins can be accessed from roads for collection of rubbish, therefore spacing of 150m is not practical in many areas.

Recommendation: No change to plan

	14e
	2.6.2 Drainage and water quality

RE: Photo 18 Existing drain pit. The photo implies that drain pits along the Reserve are typically fenced. This is not so. The unfenced drain pits are a potential hazard, moreso for dogs than humans. A dog could easily break a leg if a paw was to get caught in the relatively large gaps of the grates. My simple and relatively cheap fix is to cover the grate with chicken wire or similar fine mesh. 
	The pit is a surcharge pit and is required to receive and discharge stormwater. 

Recommendation: Liaise with CoGG Engineers to review safety of grills at existing pits.

	14f
	2.6.3 Coastal waters

It’s fantastic that we have waters that are clean enough to support mussel farming. However, the waters may not always be so clean. I recently spoke with a fisherman whose snapper (caught in the channel last year) was inedible. He told me that, when gutting them, they smelled of petrol. 
	The issue of water quality is a total catchment issue. The water quality treatment wetland proposed in the Master Plan will treat stormwater flows before these are discharged into the bay and therefore reduce the impact of untreated run off on the existing marine life and intertidal and sub tidal sea grass located in the adjoining coastal water.

Detailed assessment of the marine values in outside the scope of this project.

Recommendation: No change to plan

	15a
	15. Beach access would be most logical at the mouth of Scarborough Creek.
	Refer 16b.

Recommendation: No change to plan

	15b
	16. Walking paths would be good.
	Noted

Recommendation: No change to plan

	15c
	17. Rubbish bin on the High Ridge Drive side of the park – lots of dog owners park up there so a bin in that location would be helpful.
	Noted. Refer to 14d.

Recommendation: No change to plan

	16a
	18. My wife and I are Clifton Springs residents (37 years) and we are always walking along the cliff top from the Beacon point Reserve car park to Sutherland's Creek and back West to Centaurus Avenue for exercise of an evening. Now that we are unfortunately aging, we find it more and more difficult to walk along the natural uneven goat track that has been worn into the ground surface along the cliff top and we often find ourselves walking along the roadway of Edgewater Drive. This is an unsafe practice and detracts from the scenic and beautiful cliff top walk we enjoy whilst exercising. In the warmer months of the year the track is dusty and dirty and in the wetter months we have to contend with the mud and puddled water. Every evening we encounter many fellow residents enjoying the same scenic walk along the uneven, ankle breaking track and all have the same comment.  Why can't the council lay a small sealed hot-mix walking track along the entire cliff top (from Sutherland's Creek to Centaurus Avenue), linking up with strategically placed seating benches for us oldies to stop at, catch our breath and take in the magnificent scenery on offer. If we are going to do some improvements, then let's do them right and make the walking track an all weather one that is usable by as many as possible.
	Refer 9
Recommendation: No change to plan

	16b
	19. I believe that access to the beach from the Beacon Point Reserve is critical and should be developed as closely as possible to the proposed Picnic/Barbecue area, thus making it more appealing for families to use and to allow better beach walking and associated water activity access from this point.
	Beach access investigation is noted as a high priority.

Recommendation: No change to plan

	16c
	The Drysdale /Clifton Springs area is growing at an alarming rate and we should be attracting more people to the natural beauty spots of the area, making them more user friendly and providing the amenities to assist in that purpose.
	Noted

Recommendation: No change to plan

	16d
	The improvements to the beach and the introduction of the groynes in this area west of the Beacon Point Reserve have been great.  I have observed families using the new sandy beach for entertainment and exercise in the warmer weather, an increase in beach walkers and even fishermen trying their luck from atop of the Groynes. This is fantastic, please consider my comments and keep up the good work done so far in improving this asset.
	Noted

Recommendation: No change to plan
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