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Business and Industry Experience monitors the media for topics relating to our economy.


OCTOBER 2023

	Plans for a $10 million seven-storey, 27 apartment building at 1 Little Ryrie Street have been lodged with the state government, by developer Hygge Property, with hopes the project would go to market in the second half of next year.

	Geelong Advertiser 4 October 2023

	A planning application has been lodged with Surf Coast Shire for the $46 million Surf Coast Health and Aquatic Centre.  The two-storey centre will include a 25m indoor pool, a smaller pool, gym, allied health suites and program spaces.
  The project will receive $20m from the federal government and $13m from the state government.

	Geelong Advertiser 5 October 2023

	The new catholic Primary school and Early learning centre planned for MT DUNNEED, to be located on Feehans Rd, will be the second Catholic primary school in the area.  Operated by Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS) with the state government providing funding of $4.85m from its non-government schools capital fund. Once completed, it is expected the school’s population will be 525 students and almost 40 teachers. An early learning centre on the site is expected to accommodate 66 children and seven staff. 

	Geelong Advertiser 6 October 2023

	New national tourism figures show that Geelong and the Bellarine experienced a 62 per cent increase in tourist spending in the 2022/23 financial year.  

	Geelong Advertiser 7 October 2023

	The City of Greater Geelong has announced the 1st November as the official opening date of the new North Bellarine Aquatic Centre. The $15.5 million stage one facilities available to the public from the opening include an outdoor, eight-lane 50-metre pool, a kiosk with outdoor seating, landscaped lawn areas and all-abilities change facilities. Construction on stage two, featuring indoor facilities, with $20 million each in funding commitments from the state and federal governments, is set to begin in the coming weeks.

	Geelong Independent 13 October 2023

	Targets including an international and domestic tourist spend of up to $2.1bn in the region each year by 2032 are outlined in Tourism Greater Geelong and the Bellarine's updated Sustainable Destination Master Plan, released last week. The 10-year vision for the region aims to strengthen and build a more resilient visitor economy, attract investment, and create a skilled local workforce.

	Geelong Advertiser 12 October 2023

	NEW data from the City of Greater Geelong suggests the population of the municipality's bayside towns could triple during peak times, which could significantly boost the local economy.  According to their Peak Overnight Population estimate, the Barwon region's population could jump by 50 per cent to more than 575,000 people during holiday periods and major events. The total overnight population for Greater Geelong and the Borough of Queenscliffe in holiday homes, caravan parks, hotels, motels, and guest accommodation could swell to more than 400,000.

	Surf Coast Times 13 October 2023

	Australia Post has officially opened its $75 million parcel processing facility in Avalon to boost its capacity to support e-commerce growth across the region.  The facility, employs 160 staff, is 14,000 sqm and can process 40,000 parcels per day, with capacity to expand to 60,000 parcels per day in the future.

	MHD Supply Chain News 13 October 2023

	Rail freight company Pacific National plans to build an extensive rail terminal and warehousing hub on 595 hectares in Little River.  It is estimated the terminal would handle 2 million or more shipping containers and facilitate 3,600 jobs in the region.  Pacific National says it needs to open a new rail terminal by 2029, as the lease on its current base at Dynon Road, West Melbourne, will expire by 2031.

	The Age 17 October 2023

	genU’s St Laurence Park retirement village in Lara will more than double in size and all existing residences will be replaced with new homes as part of an upgrade expected to begin next year.  The number of homes would roughly double to 230 and consist mostly of single-storey dwellings.  New on-site facilities will include a community hub with a cinema and library, activity areas such as bowling greens and pickleball courts, and community gardens and “reflection spaces”. It is expected construction will commence in the second half of next year and the project completed in full within eight years.

	Geelong Advertiser 20 October 2023

	HR Investments Aus has filed plans for a $14 million redevelopment of The Star Hotel at 81 Myers Street. Plans include partially demolishing part of the hotel and building a 12-storey tower that would cantilever over a podium and the hotel.   There would be retail and commercial space on the ground floor, with office space on the remainder of floors and terraces on levels 10 and 11.

	The Urban Developer 20 October 2023

	St Joseph’s College has lodged plans to build a $15m arts and technology centre at its Newtown campus.

	Geelong Advertiser 26 October 2023

	ON the first anniversary of Spirit of Tasmania's arrival at GeelongPort, economic figures reveal a significant $21 million tourism boost to the Greater Geelong and Bellarine region. Additionally, the ferry service’s arrival has generated 750 jobs, spanning both tourism and freight sectors.  Since its relocation to Geelong one year ago, Spirit of Tasmania has completed 902 sailings between Geelong and Devonport, carrying 450,012 passengers and more than 213,766 passenger vehicles and 106,578 20-foot shipping containers worth of freight

	Geelong Advertiser 27 October 2023



Source information is for general reference.  Regional Economic News Summaries may contain additional information from, for example, related articles on different dates, other publications or media releases.
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