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Business and Industry Experience monitors the media for topics relating to our economy.


FEBRUARY 2024

	[bookmark: _Hlk135129930]The $65.6 million Northern Aquatic and Community Hub (NACH) was officially opened on February 9.  The facility features a lap pool, water play area and water slides; warm water pool, spa, sauna and steam room; learn to swim pool; gym; reformer pilates, group exercise and cycle studios; large multipurpose community performance hall; childcare facilities; and health consulting suites. Funded by Geelong council ($48.84m), the state government ($8.5m) and the former coalition federal government ($8.26m), the hub replaces the former Waterworld and Centenary Hall facilities and will employ 250 full-time, part-time and casual basis, while its construction provided employment for nearly 1200 workers. The centre will open to the public on February 19.

	Geelong Advertiser 9 February 2024

	Early works have started on Viva Energy’s $43m hydrogen refuelling station. The first-of-its-kind station in Australia is expected to be online by the end of the year. This facility, known as the New Energies Service Station (NESS), will produce green hydrogen using renewable energy from western Victoria and recycled water from Barwon Water. The project will incorporate a two-megawatt electrolyser for generation.

	Geelong Advertiser 15 February 2024

	Geelong has recorded an increase in total business numbers last year in the face of an overall decline in Victoria. Data from the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) shows there were 301 additional businesses within the City of Greater Geelong in 2023, despite total business numbers across Victoria decreasing by an estimated 7600. While the figure represented a slowdown on the two previous years given the challenging economic climate, it was enough to place Geelong as the top city for business number growth in the state. The latest figures take the total number of businesses in the region to more than 22,000.

	Geelong Advertiser 17 February 2024

	Almost 1500 turbine pieces will go through GeelongPort, destined for the $2bn Golden Plains wind farm, which is expected to start producing energy in the first quarter next year. 
The GeelongPort facilitates more than $7bn of trade annually, supporting sectors, such as agriculture, construction, energy and tourism. GeelongPort has recently brought more than $265m of investment to Geelong through the $135m Spirit of Tasmania terminal and the $130m Boral clinker grinding facility at Lascelles Wharf. It is currently assessing a range of development options for its 25ha Oyster Cove parcel of land, including a renewables terminal, cargo terminal, and freight opportunities.

	Geelong Advertiser 20 February 2024

	It is expected that the official opening of the Biyal-A-Armstrong Creek Library will take place in the middle of the year. The City of Greater Geelong has contributed $20.364m towards the project, and the Victorian Government has provided $1.5m through a Living Libraries Grant. Construction on the three-story library started in 2022 in the Armstrong Creek Town Square and shopping precinct.

	Surf Coast Times 17 February 2023

	DEAKIN University is set to celebrate its largest ever graduating class with more than 4,400 students participating in graduation ceremonies at the Geelong Waterfront Campus.

	Surf Coast Times 23 February 2023

	Construction company Built has been named as builder of the $500m-plus Geelong women’s and children’s hospital expected to be completed in 2029. Located in the existing hospital precinct, the facility will include a new children’s inpatient unit, new neonatal and patient care unit, specialist outpatient clinics, and four new operating theatres. Built has been involved in local projects such as the WorkSafe building and Deakin University’s Costa Hall.

	Geelong Advertiser 27 February 2024

	Work has started on a $32m social housing project that includes 77 apartments across four stories on the corner of Latrobe Tce at 2- 12 Marshall St, Newtown, replacing 22 single-storey units. With $22m from Homes Victoria’s social housing growth fund, Unison Housing will develop and manage the properties. The new residences are expected to be ready by early 2026 and will comprise 49 one-bedroom, 16 two-bedroom and 12 three-bedroom units, as well as 40 basement carparks.

	Geelong Advertiser 29 February 2024



Source information is for general reference.  Regional Economic News Summaries may contain additional information from, for example, related articles on different dates, other publications or media releases.
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