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National Trust of Victoria (Geelong & Region Branch)  
&  
City of Greater Geelong  
Heritage Awards 2019  
1. Drysdale Bypass Major Roads Project, Drysdale 
2. Candover Cottage, 129 Elizabeth Street, Geelong West. 
3. Dwelling, 336 Myers Street, East Geelong. 
4. Portarlington Primary School, 100 Newcombe Street Portarlington. 
5. Connie Cottage, 127 Staceys Road, Connewarre. 
6. Former Balfours Cycles, 45-47 Malop Street, Geelong. 
7. ‘Ethelbert’, 38 Eastern Beach Road, Geelong. 
8. Geelong West Post Office, 210 Pakington Street, Geelong West. 
9. ‘Geelong Covent Garden’, 174 Moorabool Street, Geelong. 
1. Drysdale Bypass Major Road Project, Drysdale 
Category:  

• 
Interpretation of a Cultural Heritage Place 
Works: 6km road bypass, preceded by archaeological investigation 
Significance: Cultural heritage significance to Wathaurong Aboriginal community.   
Project Manager: Major Road Projects Victoria 
Presented by: Wathaurong Aboriginal Corporation trading as Wadawurrung 
Construction of a 6km bypass to ease congestion through Drysdale and provide access to the northern Bellarine.  
A detailed archaeological excavation and cultural heritage salvage uncovered 119,000 artefacts  A cultural exchange excursion was delivered to 500 students from four schools in Drysdale including the opportunity to search for artefacts in a pit with an archaeologist and hear stories from Wadawurrung Elder, Uncle Bryon Powell. 
Wadawurrung commend Major Road Projects Victoria for recognising the opportunity and taking the intuitive to work with Traditional Owners to contribute to the knowledge and preservation of not just First Nations history but all our history, Australian history. 
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Click on the link to view the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gWwiDjjPcTI  
2. Candover Cottage, 129 Elizabeth St, Geelong West Category:  

• 
Restoration of a Heritage Place 
Works: Relocation, substantial repairs, reconstruction 
Significance: State significance (heritage overlay yet to be reapplied).   
Planner: Susan Brown pp 345/130 
Owner: John and Paul Rosenberg 
Candover Cottage is a rare example of what appears to be a prefabricated cottage imported from Singapore by Alexander Fyfe in 1853-54.  It is one of only three known to survive in the Geelong area today.  In March 1854, Fyfe advertised “several four-roomed houses, complete” that had just landed from Singapore.  The unique features of this modest dwellings are their square layouts, hipped roofs, symmetrical front facades and wide-boarded timber wall cladding – in the case of Candover Cottage – both uncut and finished wide timber boards – probably Meranti timber (Singapore Cedar) from Singapore.  Presumably, the original roof cladding was Morewood and Rogers galvanised iron roof tiles  - these tiles predated corrugated sheet metal cladding and Fyfe also sold them. 
Alexander Fyfe was born in Scotland in 1827 and emigrated to Geelong in 1848.  In 1851, he entered the ironmongery business of Richard Parker.  In 1853 while enroute to Edinburgh, Fyfe went to Singapore.  He had realised that timber and other building products, and labour, were scarce in Victoria and so he embarked on a large mercantile speculation, chartering three vessels from Singapore direct to Geelong with building materials (including Singapore cedar) and prefabricated houses.  Fyfe had numerous Chinese labourers emigrate to erect the houses which he sold and in some cases, let.  His most substantial prefabricated house construction was ‘Singapore Terrace’, claimed as Geelong’s “greatest ornament of the Esplanade overlooking the Eastern Beach.  It was destroyed by fire in 1862. 
In order to ensure its survival, Candover Cottage was relocated from 25 Candover Street to 129 Elizabeth Street.  This was a huge undertaking at considerable expense.  Over recent years, the noticeably altered cottage has been meticulously repaired and reconstructed, and it now more fully reflects its early appearance.  It is a credit to the owner to have had the foresight and passion for undertaking such a task, enabling Singapore Cottage to live on as one of Geelong’s rare prefabricated timber dwellings. 

[image: image4] 
Candover Cottage, 129 Elizabeth Street, 2019.  Source: David Rowe. 
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Candover Cottage, 25 Candover Street, 1986.  Source: City of Geelong West Urban Conservation Study. 
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Candover Cottage, 25 Candover Street, 2010.  Source: David Rowe. 
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Candover Cottage, 129 Elizabeth Street, 2019.  Source: David Rowe. 
3. Dwelling, 336 Myers Street, East Geelong. Categories: 
· Restoration of a Heritage Place. 
· New Work in a Heritage Area. 
Works: Repairs, reconstruction, rear additions 
Significance: Contributory significance, Early Twentieth Century Residential Heritage Area.  
Planner: Lana Krausas, pp 599/16 
Current Owners: Gwenda & Ian May Designers: Scott O’Reilly Architect 
Builder & Owner of Works: Andrew Greenwood, Rok Developments 
The Late Victorian dwelling at 336 Myers Street was built in 1982-93 by a carpenter from Hamilton, Thomas Daniel Darragh.  The unusual front bay window is similar to other late 19th century designs by the local architect, Thomas Seeley, although it has not been confirmed that Seeley designed this dwelling.  It was built as speculative development.  In 1894, Darragh sold the property to Stephen William Oldfield, a local builder.  It became the Oldfield family home until 1963. 
This house was in poor condition and has been carefully restored to its original appearance.  There are contemporary single storey additions at the rear, and an elevated contemporary garage, both of which are hardly visible from Myers Street.  The restoration has ensured a long term future for the dwelling, the additions being contemporary and yet having no impact. 
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Dwelling, 336 Myers Street, East Geelong, 2019.  Source: David Rowe. 
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Dwelling, 336 Myers  Street, 2016.  Source: David Rowe 
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Contemporary Rear Additions, 2019.  Source: Whitford Real Estate.     
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Dwelling, 336 Myers Street, East Geelong, 2019.  Source: David Rowe. 
4. Portarlington Primary School, 100 Newcombe St, Portarlington. Category: 
• 
Restoration of a Heritage Place • 
Interpretation of a Heritage Place. 
Works/Reason for Award: Restoration and repair, external painting in colours applicable for the era of the school, innovative interpretation.   
Significance: Local significance, individual heritage overlay.   
Owners: Portarlington Primary School – Lesley-Ann Allbutt, Principal.   
Architects: Patrick Architects Pty Ltd 
Builder: Lyons Construction 
The old Portarlington Primary School opened as the Portarlington State School in 1882.  A representative example of a standard one-room State School buildings by the Chief Architect, Henry R. Bastow, it was described as being ‘handsome in appearance’ and capable of accommodating 120 children.  The picturesque building featured a jerkin head roof surmounted by a timber tower, the roofs clad in slate and the walls of local Widdicombe ‘red’ brick relieved with ‘white’ bricks.  The school was extended after the First World War and the tower was removed in the 1970s.   
With a new modern school complex constructed, the original school building required maintenance.  Introduced wings were demolished, the building carefully restored, a new paint scheme adopted based on historical precedents, and a cleverly-designed display panel illustrating the building’s original appearance used to fill an opening one part of an addition.   
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Portarlington State School, c.1900.  Source: accession H4486, State Library of Victoria. 
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Portarlington State School, c.1922.  Source: Bellarine Historical Society. 
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Portarlington Primary School, 2016.  Source: Patrick Architects Pty Ltd. 

[image: image15] 
Portarlington Primary School, 2019.  Source: Jennifer Bantow. 
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Portarlington Primary School, 2019.  Source: Jennifer Bantow. 
5. Connie Cottage, 127 Staceys Road, Connewarre. Categories: 
· Restoration of a Heritage Place. 
· Specialist Heritage Trade Skills. 
Works: Tuckpointing and reconstruction of front brick fence.   
Significance: Local significance as included in the City of Greater Geelong Planning Scheme.   Planner: Steve Roussac, pp1470/16 
Owner: Megan Backhouse 
Designer: Mike Higgins Building Design. 
This cottage appears to have been built in 1891-92 for William Middleton, a farmer.  It represents one of few 19th century timber dwellings surviving in the Connewarre area today. 
At the time of heritage listing in 1998-2000, the cottage had been altered and was in poor condition.  It was being used as a farm shed where sheep could roam through it. 
It has been returned to a dwelling, restored where necessary, new windows reflective of era of dwelling reconstructed, and new front verandah added.  The works have transformed the cottage and enhanced its appearance to something like it was most likely when built 
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Cottage, 127 Staceys Road, 2016.  Source: Mike Higgins. 
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Cottage, 127 Staceys Road, 2019.  Source: David Rowe.   
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Connie Cottage, 127 Staceys Road, 2019.  Source: Tony Backhouse 
6. Former Balfours Bicycles Store, 45-47 Malop Street, Geelong Categories: 
· Restoration of a Heritage Place. 
· Specialist Heritage Trade Skills. 
Works: Paint removal, repairs, external painting 
Significance: Local significance, individual heritage overlay 
Planner: Mitch Etherton, pp977/17 Owner: Maria and Ian Hauser 
Contractor: Jay Costa, Buildability Management Services 
In 1911, Victor Balfour purchased Norrish’s boarding house at 45-47 Malop Street and he engaged the Geelong architects, Laird and Buchan, to design commodious two storey brick shops.  Completed in July 1912, the new building (Figure xx) – and its use – was described in the Geelong Advertiser at this time: 
On the site of Norrish’s boarding-house in Malop-street, Messrs Balfour Bros. have erected two well-appointed shops with plat-glass windows, and every convenience.  They are an acceptable addition to the street architecture.  One is used as a cycling depot, and a good show is made of bicycles and parts; machines are built on the premises, and repairs carried out by competent workmen.  Go-cart tyres are fitted by the latest method.  In the other shop tailoring in all branches is executed and everything turned out is guaranteed.   
At 45-47 Malop Street, Victor, Robert and Stuart Balfour known in business as Balfour Brothers, Cycle Manufacturers and Agents, Locksmiths and Gunsmiths ran their business.  The building is a good example of the Federation era work of laird and Buchan, a particular feature being the prominent rendered pilasters with Art Nouveau detailing.   
An introduced hoarding over the parapet and introduced overpainting removed from the first floor façade to reveal the original and amazing Art Nouveau pilasters extending above the parapet.  New colours have been based on those common for the Federation era used for the first floor. 
The overall outcome has revealed an interesting part of Geelong’s commercial development during the Federation period and greatly enhanced the building. 
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Former Balfours Bicycles Shop, 45-47 Malop Street, Geelong, 2005.  Source: David Rowe. 

[image: image21] 
Former Balfours Bicycles Shop, 45-47 Malop street, 2018.  Source: David Rowe.   
7. ‘Ethelbert’, 38 Eastern Beach Road, Geelong Categories: 
· Restoration of a Heritage Place. 
· New Work in a Heritage Area. 
Works: Restoration and repair of the dwelling, new front fence. 
Significance: Contributory significance to the City Fringe Heritage Area Planner: Roger Munn, pp 1422/06A  
Owner: Sue and Vince Modica 
Designer: Sash Miceski, Another Dimension Building Design  
The Federation era dwelling at 38 Eastern Beach Road was built in 1912 for Mrs Sarah Simpson Hornsey(nee Blakiston) to a design by the local architects, Seeley, King and Everett.  Mrs Hornsey lived at ‘Surreyville, Sydney Parade, and her newly-built house was occupied by her niece, Mrs Sarah Simpson Blakiston and her husband, Edward.  It was named ‘Ethelbert.’   
The altered Federation era dwelling has been restored, and a new front brick and timber fence reflective of the Federation era and detailing of the dwelling constructed.  It has really brought the property back to an earlier appearance with the front fence based on historical photographs: 
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 ‘Ethelbert’, 1925.  Source: Geelong Advertiser, 25 May 1925. 
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‘Ethelbert’, 26 April 1926.   
Source: C. Pratt, La Trobe Picture collection, State Library of Victoria, image H91.160/787. 
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‘Ethelbert’, 38 Eastern Beach Road, c.2013.  Source: Google Streetview. 

[image: image25] 
‘Ethelbert’, 38 Eastern Beach Road, 2019.  Source: David Rowe. 
8. 
Geelong West Post Office, 210 Pakington Street, Geelong West Categories: 

• 
Restoration of a Heritage Place. 
Works: New slate roof & tuckpointing restoration 
Significance: State significance as included on the Victorian Heritage Register 
Property Owners: David and Angela Smith 
Slater: Con Alki, P & S Roofing  Tuckpointer: Patrick King 
Until 1886, the extent of the postal service in Geelong West were letter-receiving pillar boxes at the nearby Geelong Railway Station (installed in 1878) and in Pakington Street (installed in 1884).  By February 1885, the Post and Telegraph Department had approved plans for the new building.  
The single storey brick post office with attached postmaster’s residence was designed by G.B.H. Austin of the Public Works Department.  In October 1885, a contract was accepted by Messrs J. Baxter and Sons for the construction of the post and telegraph office.  In the presence of a large crowd, the Chief Secretary, Graham Berry, laid the foundation stone on 20 January 1886.  The proposed building was described as ‘a neat brick structure, with white facings, and a parapet in front.’  The building (Figure xx) opened for business later in 1886.  First appointed to head of the Geelong West Post Office appears the Miss Sophia Cole.  Today, the building is the only 19th century Post Office in Greater Geelong still serving its original purpose.  It is a local heritage landmark. 
A new slate roof has replaced an earlier slate roof to match and the tuckpointing restored.  The restoration ensues the long term future of the building and has enhanced its appearance in a traditional way. 
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Geelong West Post & Telegraph Office, Pakington Street, 1917.  Source: Accession H89.105/96 SLV 
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Geelong West Post Office, Pakington Street, 2018.  Source: David Rowe.   
9. 
‘Geelong Covent Garden’, 174 Moorabool Street, Geelong Categories: 
· Restoration of a Heritage Place. 
· New Work to a Heritage Place. 
· Recreative Reuse of a Heritage Place. 
Works: Restoration and repair, partial demolition, additions 
Significance: Contributory significance to the Geelong Commercial Heritage Area. 
Planner: Sally Beers pp592/16 
Property Owners: The Anthony Costa Foundation Architect: Cirillo Architects. 
Builder Lyons Construction  
Specialist Tradespeople: Antoni Pijaca, Artisan Masonry. 
A store appears to have been erected at 174 Moorabool Street as early as the 1870s.  In 1878, it was occupied by a Mrs Catherine Bourke, under the name C. Bourke and Co. wholesale and retail fruiterers.  In 1899, it was advertised for sale and it was sold to Mrs A.V. Coronel, of Sydney.  She engaged the local architects, Hendy and Apted to design a new brick two storey front in 1901.  The following year, 1902, the newly-completed building was occupied by George Virgona and Bartolo Costa.  In c.1926, George Virgona employed Antonino (Tony) Costa.  A son of Francesco Costa of Salina who had briefly emigrated to Victoria in the early 1890s, Tony soon after established his own fruit shop in Warrnambool.  He returned to Geelong in 1937 and married Mary Piccone.  He also established a partnership with his older brother, Giuseppe (Joe) Costa who had emigrated to Australia in 1903.  In 1938, Tony and his wife, Mary, became sole owners of the business at 174 Moorabool Street which was named Covent Garden.  With the business becoming highly successful, Tony Costa purchased the building from George Virgona in early 1949.  In 1959,  the business was taken over by two sons of Tony and Mary, Frank and Adrian.  The business was expanded to include the wholesale provedore market.  Further growth in the business occurred throughout the 1960s and 1970s and other family members – Anthony, Kevin and Robert joined the firm.  Fresh produce was supplied to supermarket chains from the new premises in Gordon Avenue, Geelong. 
In 2015, the Costa Group re-acquired the Covent Garden building where the family business had first began.  Suffering substantial deterioration and having experienced numerous alterations, work began in 2017 in converting the building into administration offices for the Costa Group.  While much early fabric (including roof) was removed as part of this development, the extent of demolition was the result of poor construction by others.  The restoration of the front façade through chemical method paint removal, mortar repair, and the reconstruction of the post supported cast iron verandah has brought this building back to life.  The front façade – a combination of vibrant-coloured glazed wall tiles, face brick and rendered detailing, is one of the more dynamic examples of the architects’ work.  The contemporary office additions are hardly visible have therefore have no visual dominance from Moorabool Street.  This is an extraordinary outcome for one of Geelong’s most unique Late Victorian commercial buildings and for its associations with the Costa family, which are now to continue on into the future.   
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Geelong Covent Garden, 2005.  Source: David Rowe. 
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Geelong Covent Garden, 2019.  Source: David Rowe. 
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Geelong Covent Garden, 2019.  Source: David Rowe.   
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