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caos network meeting

10 july 2024, 10:00am-12:00pm, online via zoom
Attendees
Lisa Sitlington (chair), Annie Wild-Fyfe, Chris Scanlan, Sara Young, Eslam Ahmed, Rheanna Christodoulou, Glenn, Mariana Azar, Olivia Nicholls
Apologies
Ally Upton, Jessica Nawisielski

	Welcome

	Lisa Sitlington completed Acknowledgement of Country

Welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced the speaker for the meeting.



	Toy Libraries – Erin Krusic-Golub – Member Development Officer

	Erin provided a snapshot on the Toy Library model and how they address cost of living pressures, connect community, support play-based learning and reduce toy waste.


Contact details: erin@toylibraries.org.au 



	Around the Room Discussion

	Annie Wild-Fyfe – Welfare and Enrolments Officer – Indie College Geelong
A non-for-profit Registered Training Organisation providing alternative, nationally accredited courses for young people and adults. Indie College 
Programs focus on employability skills building confidence, goal setting and technology skills.
Moving to a new premise in Gheringhap Street later in the year.

Eslam Ahmed – CARN – Deakin Uni
CARN – Community and Research Network is a network of health professionals, health consumers, researchers and lived experience community members seeking to share their expertise and experience to promote good health and wellbeing for the community of Geelong, regional and rural Victoria.  https://carn.my.canva.site/ 
Looking for more members, please make contact for more information.
Mariana Azar – Carers Vic 
Geelong Carers Brunch Group is a free event on the fourth Tuesday of each month to find out about locals supports and services for carers. 
https://www.carersvictoria.org.au/calendar/geelong-carer-brunch-group-july-2024-10135 
There is a carer hotline that offer supports to carers. https://www.carersvictoria.org.au/ 




	Next Meetings

	Exploring Barwon – 30th July 10:00am
Register: https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/c1c9dec3-9d6d-4335-912e-9b3569afbf69@c0e0601f-0fac-449c-9c88-a104c4eb9f28?mc_cid=0d5337a591&mc_eid=4df14198e7



CAOS Network Meeting – 11th September, 10:00am
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CAOS Network - July 2024
Toy Libraries







We acknowledge the Traditional Owners on whose land we gather 
and play. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present, and to the
children who are the leaders of tomorrow. We also extend our respect to


Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people from all nations on this land who
are here today.


This was and will always be their land







Vision Purpose
All communities can
access a quality toy library


To support a growing community of Australian not-for-profit
toy libraries, encouraging families to pay







Snapshot of toy libraries in Australia


352 organisations running


392
toy libraries


84,000
children


183,000
toy library
borrowers


11,000
volunteers


480,000


toys
1 peak 
body







Snapshot of Victoria


132 TLA member toy libraries


148
toy libraries 19,300


children
6,150
volunteers


123,000


toys13,347
families







Supporting play for over 50
years in Australia


Timeline


1971 Noah’s Ark Toy Library opens in Melbourne


1977 Toy Library Association of Victoria is founded 


2013 Toy Libraries Victoria changes name to Toy Libraries Australia


2016 All state toy library associations merge with Toy Libraries
Australia


Toy L ibrary  History







What is  a  toy l ibrary?What  is  a  toy l ibrary?







Toy Library Models


Governance


Funding/Income


Premises


Accessibility
Reach / Membership Fees


Operations
Size / Branches


Access to toys / Attendance
Opening Hours


People Power
Volunteering / Staffing


Models







Reduced cost of living
Inexpensive access to toys
More money for essentials


Volunteering pathways to work
High social return on investment 


Less waste
Circular economy 


Sharing of toys
Toy donations, repair and reuse 
Durable toys with longer lifetime


Community connection
Soft entry points to other services
Flexible access, including weekends
Peer advice and support
Consistency of connection
Inclusion and equality


Play-based learning
Developmentally appropriate toys
Parents as first educators
Families playing together
Enhanced home-learning environment


Toy libraries address cost of living pressures, connect community, 
support play-based learning & reduce toy waste







So what toys do you find in toy libraries?
Toys must:


meet Australian standards
promote different developmental stages
appropriate size (carry home, fit in car)
can they be put together/taken apart
easily


“Toy library
 tough!”


Toys


Toys can be:
donated
sponsored
purchased new
purchased 2nd hand







 P lay Ski l ls  Posters







Collaborat ions


Collaborations come in all shapes and sizes!
government representatives (local, state,
federal)


organisations servicing same community 


allied health organisations


other NFP groups 


small business


large business







Biggest challenges faced by toy libraries?


Chal lenges


volunteer
committee


venue


members


space


funding


governance


time


diverse group







Local ly
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