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“Our creation story and songlines are all connected, Country is a living

entity. We can close our eyes and hear our language from our Country being spoken by our birds and all things around us. We can open our eyes and see our stories and connection, we can walk barefoot and feel our Mother Earth. We can traditionally burn Country for it to heal and renourish. Our cultural structures cared for our Country for thousands of years”.

We as Wadawurrung People will continue to advocate, care and walk together for our future generations and all people living and visiting our Country, ‘Wadawurrung Country’."

Wadawurrung woman - Corrina Eccles
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

The City of Greater Geelong acknowledges the Wadawurrung People as the Traditional Owners of these lands, waters and skies, we pay our respects to their elders and all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People who are part of the Greater Geelong community today.
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Disclaimer: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People are advised that this Strategy may contain the names and images of deceased people.

Cover photo: Cormac Hanrahan - Geelong After Dark

Photo left: Ed Sloane Photography - Mountain to Mouth
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MAYOR’S MESSAGE
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It is my great pleasure to present the City of Greater Geelong's Arts and Cultural Strategy.

Our Arts and Cultural Strategy presents a vision for a city transformed through culture and the spirit of our creative community. It has been developed in close conversation with our residents and is shaped by the strength of our diversity.

Through investing in arts and culture, rebuilding and supporting our creative community and enabling all to participate, we will create through this Strategy a more sustainable, flourishing and inspiring City. As is

well evidenced, arts, culture and heritage are significant contributors to local employment, community wellbeing, pride of place, tourism and economic development.

The Arts and Cultural Strategy is also key to realising our Clever and Creative vision, and strengthening the city’s cultural, social, economic and environmental aspirations.

Our Strategy will focus on our artists and audiences, our community and our stories. We have exceptional cultural facilities, significant cultural collections and programs admired locally, nationally and internationally. With rapid growth and an evolving community, we recognise, however, there is much still to do to meet the needs of our whole community.

This deeply considered Strategy provides the direction we need over the coming years to focus our attention, and demonstrate leadership with an ambition to create space for new ways of imagining, understanding, creating and connecting across our whole region as well as our city centre.

The City of Greater Geelong is committed to exploring our creative potential and realising our vision as expressed in this exciting future Strategy.
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I look forward to working with our community to achieve this.

CR STEPHANIE ASHER

Mayor, City of Greater Geelong
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VISION

With respect for the past, and passion for the future, Geelong is a City of boundless creativity, fuelled by a thriving arts and cultural community.

From March 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic had and continues to have a major impact on the creative industries, our communities and business as usual.

‘In times of crisis,  arts  and  culture  are more critical than ever. The world has changed in 2020, and the evidence  about the impacts of arts and culture are more relevant than ever. Research shows that, during and following major crises such as health emergencies or natural disasters, effective arts and cultural activities are those that aim to reconnect affected communities, reduce feelings of isolation, strengthen people’s connection to place, provide opportunities for reflection and commemoration, and foster a shared sense of hope and optimism.’¹

Photo: Georgina Savage

Sonia Teuben as Tam in ODDLANDS, Back to Back Theatre

1. A New Approach, 2020, ‘Education and learning: Transformative impacts of arts, culture and creativity’ [Factsheet 5]. Produced by A New Approach think tank with lead delivery partner the Australian Academy of the Humanities, Canberra.
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MISSION
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To bring our unique arts, culture and heritage into the life of every resident, and the experience of every visitor.

To care for our cultural assets and creative community, building the City's cultural, social, economic and environmental fabric through our cultural investment.

PRINCIPLES

The Arts and Cultural Strategy will reflect the following high-level principles which frame all our work in the arts and cultural sector:

· Build a strong relationship and partnership with Wadawurrung Traditional Owners and the wider Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community in Greater Geelong today

· Advance the role of Artists

· Nurture our local identity and heritage, and connect to our stories

· Connect with our natural environment, our urban city and neighbourhoods

· Activate our places and spaces

· Focus on diversity, equality of access and inclusion

· Collaborate across industries and the sector to develop creative networks


The values and beliefs which underpin these principles include:

· Wadawurrung culture is our city and region's most valued and enduring asset

· Initiative, experimentation and enterprise are the foundation of creative culture. Creative risk is a prerequisite for innovation and industry growth

· Culture and creativity are central to all our lives and to our community’s sense of identity

· Culture reflects and reinforces our sense of pride and belonging

· Our citizens and visitors have the right to access and contribute to the city’s cultural and creative life; its heritage and future

6. CITY OF GREATER GEELONG ARTS AND CULTURAL STRATEGY

OUTCOMES, OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGIES

OUR OUTCOMES
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OUR OBJECTIVES
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OUR STRATEGIES

	CULTIVATE
	ENGAGE
	CELEBRATE

	1. Invest in our artists, arts and cultural organisations and creative enterprises.

2. Invest in our arts and cultural collections, venues and infrastructure.
	3. Consult Wadawurrung Traditional Owners and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community at all stages of relevant cultural planning.

4. Enable and enhance the community's access to, and engagement with our City's cultural life.
	5. Showcase and promote our City's arts and cultural strengths.

6. Build upon our City's signature arts and cultural programs, festivals and events.
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The Shadow Whose Prey The Hunter Becomes
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CELEBRATE


Geelong is recognised as a clever, creative, and culturally dynamic City, making it a great destination for visitors.





ENGAGE


Geelong's First Nations People's and diverse communities actively participate in the City's arts and cultural life, making it a great place to live.





CULTIVATE


Geelong's creative community thrives, making it a great place for artists and creative entrepreneurs to work, learn, collaborate, and grow.





CELEBRATE


Celebrate our City's distinct, diverse and evolving cultures.





ENGAGE


Engage the whole community in our City's cultural life.





CULTIVATE


Cultivate the strength, diversity and vitality of our City's arts and cultural ecosystem.
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Photo: Chrissie Francis - Creative Symposium, Geelong Arts Centre
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