


	Public Comment Summary 
	How City of Greater Geelong addressed comments including justification for PD amendments 

	
Comment 1

Strongly opposed the proposed aerial treatment of pesticides on our RAMSAR wetlands. 

Believes it is an insane idea in the first place and wanted to express opposition against this as a citizen.

	
No amendment to the PD is required. The comment was not specific in relation to the information or actions within the PD and wanted the proposed program cancelled.

Explained to customer that the proposed Mosquito Management Program uses larvicides that specifically target mosquito larvae in the water, as detailed in section 2.4.3 of the documentation.  Provided link to view the documentation.  


	
Comment 2
 
Concerns regarding mosquito control spraying in the Ramsar Wetlands. 

Requesting treatment areas be released to locals, the type of products used and 
an environmental impact assessment and the effects on wetlands. 

Requested it is published via local news/papers/socials so that we know that what you are doing is safe for humans and safe for a fragile environment.



	
No amendment to the PD is required. The comment was not specific in relation to the information or actions within the PD.

Explained to the customer via email the areas intended to be treated are available in Appendix A.

The products intended to be used as a part of the program are detailed in section 2.4.3.

The environmental impact assessment being proposed as a part of the program is detailed in section 5.3.


	
Comment 3

Doesn't think the Council should manage he mosquito population by spraying toxic chemicals into our waterways.

Believes there is enough evidence to suggest chemical pollution in our waterways is bad and urges Council to cancel this proposed aerial program. 
	
No amendment to the PD is required. The comment was not specific in relation to the information or actions within the PD and wanted the proposed program cancelled.

Explained to customer the Mosquito Management Program proposed by the City of Greater Geelong does not aerosolise any products, rather they are applied in a solid formulation as detailed in section 2.1. These products have been approved for use in mosquito control by the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA), further detailed in section 2.1.

An integrated management approach is used in the City’s Mosquito Management Program, of which the use of mosquito control products is one facet; community education and physical controls are considered prior to treatments with larvicides. 

Alternatives to the use of larvicides to control mosquito numbers and reduce their risk to public health were explored by the city and are detailed in section 2.5.2; given that mosquitoes are vectors for a myriad of diseases, the risk to public health of inaction on behalf of council has been deemed too high, given how many Ramsar wetlands exist within the Geelong region.

As a part of the City’s proposal, ecological surveys will be conducted to avoid and minimise impacts to our Ramsar wetlands. Details of these surveys can be found in section 5.3 of the preliminary documentation.



	
Comments 4 & 5

Informed Council the link on the website to the PD wasn't working. 

Lack of resident notification and opportunity for engagement with COGG to gain more information. 

No acknowledgement of the concerns particularly from the Barwon Heads community
following evidence of cancer cases linked to previous treatments.

No information about recent environmental changes and what is the evidence to support the need for a treatment and what options have been considered?

No information on the pesticides proposed to be used.

Requested further information on any community engagement or updates on these items. 
	
No amendment to the PD is required. The comment was not specific in relation to the information or actions within the PD.

Explained to the customer via email the Mosquito Management Program proposes the use of larvicides that specifically target mosquitoes, as opposed to broad spectrum pesticides that may target multiple protected species within the Ramsar wetlands in our Region. Further information about the larvicides can be found in section 2.4.3 of the documentation.
 
The City of Greater Geelong was provided specific instructions from the DCCEEW on how to advertise our proposal to the public. On the 30th of September, the City placed a public notice within the Herald Sun and the Geelong Advertiser inviting the public to make comment on our proposal. The invitation to the public for comments on the proposal was from the 30th of September until 5 p.m. Friday the 11th of October.

The City acknowledges the concerns of the Barwon Heads community; however, the senate inquiry did not find that an increase in cancer was linked to previous treatments as was reasoned in 5.99 of the Investigation into a possible cancer cluster on the Bellarine Peninsula, Victoria.

The rationale of the program is detailed in section 2.3.2; alternatives to the program are detailed in section 2.5.2 of the documentation. Larvicides are used in the program, as detailed in section 2.4.3 of the documentation.

	
Comment 6

Opposed the widespread aerial treatment of pesticides on the Bellarine RAMSAR wetlands.

	
No amendment to the PD is required. The comment was not specific in relation to the information or actions within the PD and wanted the proposed program cancelled.

Explained to the customer via email the Mosquito Management Program proposed by the City of Greater Geelong intends to use larvicides, as detailed in section 2.4.3 of the documentation. The areas that are planned to be treated aerially are detailed in Appendix A.







