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Youth council 	
ADvisory Committee
Monday 24 February 2025| 5:00-7:30pm | City Hall 
Attendees
Chair – Ayush Singh (Junior Mayor)

Youth Council Members – Alanah Forbes (Junior Deputy Mayor), Archie Gaylard, Bella Harvey, Ben Pocock, Codey Broomhall, John McClure, Lacey Young, Lola Philip-Szaraz, Mohammad Husseini, Sarah Ivey. 

Council Officers – Zoe Eastick, Greg Chadwick
Guests 
Sara Bonnici | Communications Advisor | Barwon Health 
Travis Harkness | Project Lead | Barwon Health
Alex Gibson | Lyons Architects
John Chandler | Lyons Architects
Tina Biggs | First Nations Engagement and Outcomes| COGG
Apologies
Ashlee Murphy | Lyons Architects
	1. Welcome & Acknowledgement of Country 

	The Junior Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Alanah performed the Acknowledgement of Country:

On behalf of the Youth Council, I acknowledge the Wadawurrung People as the Traditional Owners of the land where we live, learn, work and play. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present. We honour their deep spiritual connection to Country, where the soil beneath our feet, the water in our streams and the sun rising in the sky carry stories passed down through the generations. We walk alongside Wadawurrung people and the wider First Nations community to build an inclusive and respectful community, and to preserve Country, so it can thrive for generations to come. We extend our acknowledgment to all First Nations people who are part of our Greater Geelong community and acknowledge any First Nations people present at today’s meeting.  



	2. Quorum


Quorum met.

	3. Declaration of Conflict of Interest


No conflicts of interest declared.

	4. Confirmation of Previous Minutes

	Minutes from November 2024 meeting were not confirmed by 2025 Youth Council.



	5. Consultations / Presentations

	Alex Gibson | Lyons Architects
John Chandler | Lyons Architects

Barwon women’s and children’s

Alex and John presented on the planning for the new Barwon Women’s and Children’s Hospital, highlighting the following points:
· Importance of Integration: Ensuring the building blends seamlessly into the contemporary landscape of Geelong.
· Building Layout: Discussion of the building's design, including different sections, entrances/exits, and façade.
· Planning Process: Overview of the planning process so far, with the project now entering the community consultation and engagement phase.
· Visual Presentations: Displayed aerial and other visual views of the design.

Youth Council members were invited to share what the Barwon region means to them. Their responses included:
· Multiculturalism
· Health and safety
· Proximity to the beach and water
· Connection to nature
· The link between the ocean and land and all that it encompasses.

Alex and John also provided an overview of the design details, including:
· The colours and furniture selected for different floors, such as maternity wards, IPU lounges, children’s wards, and family lounges.
· The use of thematic motifs.
· The consultation with Wadawurrung, which influenced design elements like butterfly imagery symbolizing the cycle of life.

Youth Council members provided the following feedback and suggestions:
· Inclusion of animals in the design.
· A variety of items like plants and fish tanks to enhance the environment.
· Creation of an outdoor space to offer a welcoming, relaxing environment.
· Ensure the outside of the building is a safe, well-lit space.
· Appreciation for the large windows that maintain a connection to the outside world.
· Sarah highlighted her appreciation for the large windows, noting they help maintain a connection to the outside world.

Alex and John asked the group what they would like to see, hear, or feel to make the experience positive. Responses included:
· Brochures explaining plants and other elements for educational distraction.
· Open spaces and natural light in hallways.
· A space dedicated to adolescents, with suggestions including:
· A game room with electronic games and welcoming staff.
· A set-up like a school library, offering a comfortable, familiar environment.
· Activities like colouring books and sheets.
· A living element, such as a fish tank.
· Clean ceilings or artwork on the ceilings.

Alex and John outlined the next steps for the project, including starting some work on-site and finalizing the design documentation. They thanked the group for their input.

The Junior Mayor thanked Alex and John for their presentation and the opportunity to contribute feedback.

	Tina Biggs | First Nations Engagement and Outcomes| COGG

Youth Council Acknowledgement of Country 

Tina provided an Acknowledgement of Country, recognizing the contributions of young people to the community, as well as acknowledging Dr. Katrina Wruck, an Aboriginal woman and the 2025 Young Australian of the Year.

Tina's presentation covered:
· The language and punctuation used in an Acknowledgement of Country (AoC).
· Key elements that can be included in an AoC and tips for wording a second AoC.
· The process of a Welcome to Country and who typically delivers this (Traditional Owners/Custodians, usually an Elder).
· The current Youth Council AoC and how it was developed.

Tina shared links within the presentation (attached) for members to review in their own time.

Youth Council members were provided with copies of the current Youth Council AoC and asked to review and provide feedback. Suggested changes included:
· Including "all" before "live, work, and play" to make it more inclusive of First Nations people.
· Incorporating plants and animals as they are important to the spiritual connection with Country.
· Replacing "preserve" with a term like "conserve” or “care for Country”. 
· Removing repetitive words.
· Reviewing the phrase "who are part of Greater Geelong today" for a more inclusive option.

Tina suggested members consider these changes and noted a summary of the feedback would be sent to the group along with the minutes.

The Junior Mayor thanked Tina for speaking and leading the workshop.



Dinner 6:10 – 6:30pm 

The Junior Mayor invited John to present on the Youth Council Acknowledgement of Country. John presented his views and provided a printout of the suggested changes to each Youth Council member. 

Ayush thanked John for his contribution.
	6. Updates 

	6.1 CCMP (26 March) and Youth Council Report (22 April) – 
· The CCMP will be in person at Wurriki Nyal and Zoe will organise online meetings prior to prepare for the session. 
· The Youth Council report will include an introduction of each member. Zoe to draft each of these using the information provided in the nomination application and will send to each member to approve. 

6.2 City of Greater Geelong’s Women in Community Life awards 2025 event (Wednesday 5 March, 5:30 - 7:30pm) - 
· Lacey and Bella will participate as panel guests and Ayush and Sarah will be presenting awards to the winners. 

6.3 Catholic Care Advocacy Session – 
· Mohammad explained the purpose of the Catholic Care Advocacy Program following his involvement last year. It is an opportunity for students to learn about how to advocate and develop their own pitch that will be received and critiqued by a local MP and Youth Council representatives. 

Harmony Day Community Exhibition – 
· Mohammad provided an overview of this event as it is being held at his school. All Youth Council members have been invited to attend. Zoe handed out a flyer for to each member.



Youth Council filming for Youth Survey ad – 
· Zoe confirmed that Youth Council members are invited to be filmed for an advertisement promoting the upcoming Geelong Youth Survey on Tuesday 25 Feb. The script was provided to members and further details discussed. 

The Nest Reference Group meeting – 
· Greg invited two members to attend the first reference group meeting from 4:40pm-6pm on Tuesday 25 Feb, at the Nest. One or two members will be allocated to attend as a Youth Council representative for each meeting.
· Alanah and Lola offered to attend. 
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	7. Youth Council Charter 


7.1 Review draft Youth Council Charter aspects previously identified at induction.
Youth Council members reviewed the draft charter and made minor adjustments.
7.2 Vote to endorse the Youth Council Charter.
The following 2025 Youth Council Charter was endorsed:
1. Be patient and allow everyone to speak, fostering open contributions.
2. Encourage constructive criticism and intellectual debates, keeping them respectful.
3. Stay open-minded, considering opposing views without undermining others.
4. Respectfully disagree and keep discussions civil and on topic.
5. Provide opportunities for all to share their opinions and ideas.
6. Acknowledge and interact with others' ideas, maintaining positivity.
7. Listen to others and treat them as you’d like to be treated.
8. Be honest, inclusive, and strive to involve everyone.
9. Embrace a growth mindset and expect mutual respect from all.
10. Support and lift up peers, treating everyone fairly, especially in challenges.
11. Keep true to your own opinions while being open to other opinions.  

	8. Youth Council Priority Areas 


8.1 Review draft priority areas workshopped at induction.
8.2 Finalise wording for each of the priority areas.
Zoe led an interactive workshop to confirm the Youth Council's priority areas. Groups presented their top four priorities, which were compared and combined to create the following:
1. Focus on health, wellbeing and safety in the community with a focus on discrimination, violence and substance abuse. 
2. Reduce the cost of living and its impacts on young people.
3. Promote local sustainability and climate action 
4. Build the liveability and safety of Greater Geelong. 
8.3 Vote to endorse the Youth Council Priority Areas.
Due to time constraints, Zoe will finalise the wording for the priority areas offline and present them for final endorsement at the next meeting.
	9. Councillor Connect Mentoring Program 


9.1 Finalise CCMP topics and questions for March CCMP.
9.2 Run through process and asking follow up questions.
These items were not discussed. A separate online meeting will be scheduled to go over them.
	10. Other Business 


Nil
	11. Meeting Close 


Next meeting 5pm, Mon, 24 March 2025. 
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