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Youth council 	
ADvisory Committee
Monday 24 March 2025| 5:00-7:30pm | City Hall 
Attendees
Chair – Ayush Singh (Junior Mayor)

Youth Council Members – Alanah Forbes (Junior Deputy Mayor), Archie Gaylard, Bella Harvey, Ben Pocock, Codey Broomhall, John McClure, Lacey Young, Mohammad Husseini, Sarah Ivey. 

Council Officers – Zoe Eastick, Greg Chadwick, Bennette George (student placement)
Guests 
Jessica Noesgaard | Program Lead | Read the Play
Chrissy Gibbons | Read the Play 
Michael Fiddian | Education and Youth Program Coordinator | Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC)
Declan | Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC)
Tina Biggs | First Nations Engagement and Outcomes| COGG
Apologies
Lola Philip-Szaraz

	1. Welcome & Acknowledgement of Country 

	The Junior Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

John performed the Acknowledgement of Country:

Acknowledgement of Country

On behalf of the Youth Council, I acknowledge the Wadawurrung People as the Traditional Owners of the land where we live, learn, work and play. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present. We honour their deep spiritual connection to Country, where the soil beneath our feet, the water in our streams and the sun rising in the sky carry stories passed down through the generations. We walk alongside Wadawurrung people and the wider First Nations community to build an inclusive and respectful community, and to preserve Country, so it can thrive for generations to come. We extend our acknowledgment to all First Nations people who are part of our Greater Geelong community and acknowledge any First Nations people present at today’s meeting.  



	2. Quorum


Quorum met.

	3. Declaration of Conflict of Interest


No conflicts of interest declared.
	4. Confirmation of Previous Minutes

	Youth Council meeting minutes – 24 February 2025 

Confirmed: Bella						Seconded: John



	5. Consultations / Presentations 5:00pm – 6:00pm

	Jessica Noesgaard | Program Lead | Read the Play
Chrissy Gibbons | Read the Play

Read the Play Programs
Jessica presented a new program called ‘Game Plan’ which is aimed at 12–14-year-olds. It uses team building skills to discuss how to support a friend and build a safety net before taking part in risky behaviour, such as drinking alcohol.

Youth Council has been sent the presenter manual and are asked to familiarise themselves with it prior to the meeting. 

Youth Council members provided feedback via a Google questionnaire prepared by Read the Play. Youth Council also provided verbal feedback about:
- identifying PWO (Player Wellbeing Officers) in sporting clubs.
- eating disorders and the links to substance abuse.
- substance information in schools historically and now.

Jessica and Chrissy thanked the Youth Council for their input.

Ayush thanked Read the Play staff for presenting.


	Michael Fiddian | Education and Youth Program Coordinator | Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC)
Declan | Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC)

Local Government Elections 
Michael and Declan presented information about government elections and general voting processes.

Youth Council members were involved in an activity demonstrating how preferential voting is conducted. 

The presenters encouraged young people to enrol, vote and stand for elections. Youth Council were encouraged to visit the VEC website for more information and to direct other young people these if they were unsure about voting. 

Michael thanked Youth Council for their input

Ayush thanked Michael and Declan for taking the time to come to Geelong and presenting.


Dinner 6:00 – 6:20pm 

	6. Youth Council Acknowledgement of Country (6:20 – 6:40pm)

	Tina Biggs | First Nations Engagement and Outcomes| COGG

6.1.  Youth Council will continue to workshop their 2025 Acknowledgement of Country.

- Zoe handed out a document outlining the edits that were suggested by Youth Council at the February meeting.
- Youth Council were placed into small groups and were asked to reflect and make any further suggestions.
- There was lots of discussion and brainstorming regarding moving around and shortening paragraphs, changing some wording and making the language more local and personal to Youth Council.  
- Tina will type up changes and send the updated versions to Youth Council for their endorsement. 
- If Youth Council endorse this version, it will come into effect immediately. 

Zoe thanked Tina for coming and facilitating the two workshops.

During the meeting a Youth Council member asked about the correct pronunciation of Wadawurrung. Tina has since provided the following clarification to be included in the minutes: 

As Australian Aboriginal languages were oral, not written languages, there is no “correct” spelling of any Aboriginal words. Therefore, over time, different groups of people have changed the spelling of Wadawurrung to best reflect the way it is pronounced. Wadawurrung – is currently the most accepted spelling.

FAQ - Hidden Histories - The Wadawurrung People
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	7. Updates (6:40pm – 6:50pm)


7.1. The Nest Reference Group meeting – 25 Feb (Alanah provided update)
Alanah reported that it was an interesting meeting, with reps from GASP, The Library, Barwon Community Legal Service, and a few others. The group updated stakeholders on what has been happening at The Nest and which activities have been popular so far. Popular activities have been cooking, MasterChef comp and various games. There have been a mix of young people attending and some nights have been quieter than others.  
7.2. Attendee for next Nest Reference Group meeting – Tues 8 April, 4:30 – 6pm at The Nest
Bella and Lacey have volunteered to attend the next meeting. Greg will follow up with them.
7.3. Youth Council report – Council meeting 22 April (Zoe). 
Zoe provided information about Council meetings and invited Youth Council members to attend the April meeting to support Ayush presenting the Youth Council report. The Council meeting commences at 6.00pm. Zoe will send out a message to all prior to the meeting and formalise who is attending.
7.4. Women in Community Life reflection (Lacey)
Lacey outlined that four Youth Council members attended the event and did an awesome job. She reported that about 150 people attended, and it was a great event. There were four categories, and all were worthy winners.
7.5. Filming for youth survey ad + Youth Survey launch 
Zoe showed the promotional video and asked Youth Council members to take flyers for their school and promote the Youth Survey to their communities and networks. Youth Council members all took 5 mins to complete the survey. 
7.6. YACVic advocacy opportunity - Tuesday 8th April
Lacey, Ayush, Bella, Sarah indicated that they would attend this training.
7.7. CCMP session dinner at Nest
Not offering dinner for this but young people are welcome to attend The Nest for dinner before this event. Snacks will be provided for the CCMP event.
7.8. City brand potential workshop – Monday 12 May, 4 - 5:30pm 
Zoe flagged this opportunity and will further expand on this nearer the time.

	8. Councillor Connect Mentoring Program (6:50 – 7:30pm) (Zoe)


8.1. 2025 CCMP dates:
- Wed, 26 March (in person)
- Wed, 21 May (in person/online)
- Wed, 20 August (in person)
- Mon, 13 October (in person/online)

Noted

8.2. Preparation for first CCMP
Zoe outlined the format and structure for the upcoming CCMP meeting on Wednesday 26th March.  Zoe explained the initial ice breaker and asked youth councillors to come prepared with responses to the following:

Questions you will all answer to introduce yourselves to Councillors:
1. In your opinion, what are the top issues for young people in Geelong?
2. Why did you nominate yourself for the Youth Council? What do you hope to achieve throughout the year?
3. What is one interesting fact about you?

Draft two questions that you may choose to ask Councillors during the CCMP. They need to be relevant to at least one of the
following:
1. Leadership.
2. Advocacy.
3. Community engagement. 

Zoe then facilitated a workshop where members were broken up into four groups and allocated a priority area and asked to provide a summary of why this priority area was chosen by the group. A spokesperson was nominated to read this summary aloud at the CCMP. 

	9. Other Business 


Nil
	10. Meeting Close 


Next meeting 5pm, Mon, 28 April 2025. 
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