


[image: ]MINUTES 
Youth council 	
ADvisory Committee
Monday 28 April 2025| 4:30-7:30pm | WURRIKI NYAL 
Attendees
Chair – Ayush Singh (Junior Mayor)

Youth Council Members – Alanah Forbes (Junior Deputy Mayor), Archie Gaylard, Bella Harvey, Ben Pocock, Codey Broomhall, John McClure, Lacey Young, Lola Philip-Szaraz, Sarah Ivey. 

Council Officers – Zoe Eastick, Greg Chadwick, Steph Dunbar (left at 6pm)
Guests 
Mike Adlam | Manager Brand & Insights | CoGG
Trevor Prowd |Team Leader Environmental Projects | CoGG
Pete Mercouriou | Senior Sustainability Officer | CoGG
Tom Whiting | Senior Strategic Transport Planner | CoGG
Apologies
Mohammad Husseini
	1. Welcome & Acknowledgement of Country 

	The Junior Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Lacey performed the Acknowledgement of Country:

We, the Youth Council, acknowledge the Wadawurrung People as the Traditional Owners of the land where we all live, learn, work and dream. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present, and to all emerging leaders. 

We walk alongside the Wadawurrung and all First Nations People to build an inclusive and respectful Geelong and to care for Country, so it can thrive. We honour their deep spiritual connection to Country, plants and animals. Where the soil beneath our feet, the water in our streams, and the sun rising in the sky carry stories passed down through the generations. We extend our acknowledgment to all First Nations people who are part of Greater Geelong community today.   



	2. Quorum


Quorum met.
	3. Declaration of Conflict of Interest


No conflicts of interest declared.
	4. Confirmation of Previous Minutes

	Youth Council meeting minutes – 24 March 2025 
Confirmed: Lacey						Seconded: Sarah



	5. Consultations / Presentations 

	Mike Adlam | Manager Brand & Insights | CoGG

City Brand 

Mike delivered a PowerPoint presentation outlining the ongoing efforts to develop a new brand for Greater Geelong. He invited Youth Council members to participate in an interactive workshop on 12 May to provide their input on what Geelong’s brand should represent.
As part of the discussion, Mike asked the group to consider four proposed themes and reflect on whether any resonated with them. The discussion focused on the following themes:
· Human Ingenuity: Reflecting on Geelong’s historical contributions to arts and culture.
· Everyone Matters: Highlighting Geelong’s diverse population and inclusive nature.
· Connection: Emphasising the lifestyle appeal and country-town feel that Geelong maintains, despite its size.

Mike thanked the Youth Council for their engagement and confirmed that a 90-minute consultation session will take place on 12 May. He encouraged members to reflect on the discussion, speak with friends, and bring further ideas to the upcoming workshop.
Ayush thanked Mike for his presentation.

	Trevor Prowd |Team Leader Environmental Projects | CoGG
Pete Mercouriou | Senior Sustainability Officer | CoGG

Geelong Nature Festival and Climate Action Update 

Trevor delivered a PowerPoint presentation exploring what nature means to young people and what aspects resonate most with them. He spoke about the importance of connecting to nature and highlighted its benefits, including improved physical and mental health, reduced anxiety and stress, and increased happiness and sense of meaning.

He also provided an overview of several environmental projects currently being delivered by the City, aimed at fostering stronger connections between people and nature.

Trevor shared details about the upcoming Geelong Nature Festival, scheduled to take place from Saturday 12 July to Sunday 27 July 2025.

He invited the Youth Council to consider opportunities for formal involvement in the festival and encouraged them to help generate ideas for how young people can better connect with nature. Youth Council members then paired up to discuss and respond to four guiding questions. The group responses were summarised as follows:

1. What is nature to you?
Nature was described as green spaces, plants, animals, flowers, rivers, beaches, and ecosystems. It was associated with peace, fresh air, and places away from built-up areas. Local places like Buckley Falls, Barwon River, and community spaces with lots of trees were specifically mentioned.

2. How do you connect with nature?
The group connects with nature through a range of recreational activities, including snorkelling, biking, hiking, walking dogs, gardening, bird listening, and outdoor sports. Local parks and natural attractions such as the Barwon River, South Valley Park, and Queens Park were popular. Some also enjoy visiting the Museum of Natural History or engaging in nature-based tourism like dolphin swimming.

3. What are your event ideas to help young people connect with nature?
Suggestions included fun and interactive events such as water gun fights, hide and seek in the forest, tree or rock-climbing competitions, and scavenger hunts with prizes. Other ideas included bird watching, snorkelling, orienteering, pottery, hut building, group bike rides, yoga in nature, fire-making workshops, cooking with homegrown produce, and a mobile petting zoo or "zoo comes to you" experience.

4. What are some ideas to promote events to young people?
Promotion ideas included using Instagram, YouTube, Facebook, Spotify ads, reels, posters at schools and sports clubs, cinema ads, billboards, playground noticeboards, and even creative methods like rapping to engage a younger audience.

Pete presented an overview of the City’s Climate Change Response Plan 2021–2030. Key topics included:
· Anticipated climate impacts and what to expect in the future
· Strategies for planning around major storm and flood risks
· Use of heat maps to identify priority areas for action
· Techniques for slowing water movement in the environment
· The City’s current emissions profile
· Significant environmental changes since 2019 and their impact on young people’s engagement with climate issues
· A municipal emissions snapshot for the City of Greater Geelong
· Actions individuals and communities can take
· Current City initiatives focused on nature and sustainability.

Pete directed the group to the City’s sustainability webpage for more information:
www.geelongaustralia.com.au/sustainability/article/item/8dc27114f8b6862.aspx

Ayush thanked both Trevor and Pete for their informative presentations. 

	Tom Whiting | Senior Strategic Transport Planner | CoGG

Integrated Transport Strategy 

Tom provided an update on the City’s Integrated Transport Strategy, which will guide transport and land-use planning across Greater Geelong. He shared insights from previous consultations with the 2024 Youth Council and emphasised how their feedback has helped shape the development of the strategy.

Key Themes Discussed:
· Sustainable development
· Shorter travel distances
· Social and economic inclusion

Tom presented information on the benefits of active travel, highlighting both health and environmental advantages. He then invited Youth Council members to share their thoughts and experiences relating to walking and cycling, and to explore what encourages or discourages them from using these forms of transport.

Walking to Places
Encouraging Factors:
· Good weather and physical fitness benefits
· Well-lit areas and safe pedestrian crossings
· Clean and pleasant walking environments
· Walkable distances and nice neighbourhoods

Discouraging Factors:
· Long distances or time constraints
· Lack of footpaths or pedestrian crossings
· Poor lighting and safety concerns, especially at night
· Physical barriers such as carrying items or navigating difficult terrain
· Low energy levels or lack of motivation

Riding to Places
Encouraging Factors:
· Availability of designated bike paths
· Enjoyable environments such as rail trails
· Good weather and safer riding conditions
· Perception of riding as a socially accepted or “cool” activity

Discouraging Factors:
· Lack of bike storage or secure places to leave bikes
· Safety concerns including risky roads, poor infrastructure, and verbal abuse
· Social stigma, helmet discomfort, and appearance concerns
· Cost of purchasing and maintaining a bike
· Challenging terrain (e.g., hills) and physical fatigue

Tom also asked whether Youth Council members would feel more comfortable riding:
· On a Rail Trail, and
· Alongside cars travelling at reduced speeds.

Members responded positively to both options, indicating that these would increase their confidence and sense of safety while riding.

Tom invited further feedback through a QR code linking to the City's Have Your Say webpage for those who would like to continue contributing to the strategy (link - Integrated Transport Strategy | Have Your Say).

Tom thanked the Youth Council for their input and the opportunity to present.

Ayush thanked Tom for attending and engaging with the group.



[bookmark: _Hlk171407332]Dinner 6:00 – 6:20pm

	6.  Updates 

	6.1. The Nest Reference Group meeting – 8 April 2025 (Lacey and Bella provided update).
Popular activities at The Nest include cooking, guitar playing, and PlayStation. Staff plan to visit local to promote the space. Suggested promotional strategies include posters, YouTube and Spotify ads, social media, and a newsletter. Future activity ideas include life skills workshops, personal development sessions, and leadership conferences.
6.2. Attendee/s for next Nest Reference Group meeting – Tues 20 May.
A Youth Council member has volunteered to attend the next meeting. Further details will be provided by staff.
6.3. Morning Masterclass with Youth Council 
Archie shared reflections on his involvement and the purpose of the Youth Council during a Q&A-style session to City of Greater Geelong staff.
6.4. Youth Council report – Council meeting 22 April 
Ayush reflected positively on the experience. The introductory report was well received and formally carried. 
6.5. YACVic advocacy opportunity 
The event will proceed, and Youth Council members will still be invited to attend. Further details will be shared when confirmed.
6.6. UpskillED – commences on 5 May 2025
A new pilot program offering free life skills training for young people, including finance, first aid, and future planning. Youth Council members are encouraged to promote the program through their networks. Continuation of the program will depend on its success. Youth Council members were each given a poster outlining the program. 
6.7. Public speaking workshop for Youth Council members 
Youth Council members were invited to attend an upcoming public speaking workshop. Saturday 21 June from 1–5pm was identified as the most suitable time. Staff will confirm with the facilitator and follow up.
6.8. Upcoming opportunities:
- City brand workshop – Monday 12 May, 4 - 5:30pm, The Nest
- Neighbourhood Conversations / Community Engagement with Councillors – Wednesday 14 May, 4:30 – 6:30pm, The Nest
Several Youth Council members have volunteered to participate in both events.



	7. CCMP reflection from 26 March 


7.1. Each group provided a summary of their discussions with Councillors during the March CCMP session. 
7.2. Zoe shared feedback submitted electronically by both young people and Councillors. Overall, the feedback was very positive, indicating the session was a success. As a result, future CCMP sessions will continue in person and follow a similar format.
	8. CCMP prep for 4 June 


8.1 Youth Council members were asked to begin completing a topic generation worksheet, which will be used at the next meeting to identify key issues and discussion points they would like to raise with Councillors.
	9. Other Business




	10. Meeting Close 


Next meeting 5pm, Mon, 26 May 2025. 
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