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Youth council 	
ADvisory Committee
18 August 2025| 4:30-7:30pm | council chambers, city hall 
Attendees
Chair – Ayush Singh (Junior Mayor)

Youth Council Members – Alanah Forbes (Junior Deputy Mayor), Archie Gaylard, Bella Harvey, Ben Pocock, Codey Broomhall, John McClure, Lacey Young, Lola Philip-Szaraz, Mohammad Husseini,  

Council Officers – Zoe Eastick, Greg Chadwick, Steph Dunbar
Guests 
Tracey-Lea Smith| Coordinator Creative City | CoGG
Apologies
Sarah Ivey.
	1. Welcome & Acknowledgement of Country 

	The Junior Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Bella delivered the Acknowledgement of Country:

Acknowledgement of Country

We, the Youth Council, acknowledge the Wadawurrung People as the Traditional Owners of the land on which we live, learn, work, and dream. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present, and to all emerging leaders.

We walk alongside the Wadawurrung and all First Nations Peoples to build an inclusive and respectful Geelong and to care for Country so it can thrive. We honour their deep spiritual connection to Country, plants, and animals — where the soil beneath our feet, the water in our streams, and the sun rising in the sky carry stories passed down through generations.



	2. Quorum


Quorum met
	3. Declaration of Conflict of Interest


No conflicts of interest declared.

	4. Confirmation of Previous Minutes

	Youth Council meeting minutes – 28 July 2025

Confirmed: Codey Broomhall				Seconded: Bella Harvey



	5.  Updates 

	5.1. The Nest Reference Group meeting
Greg provided an update. The meeting was held on 12 August 2025. Numbers are strong, and young people are enjoying the programs offered. Staff will be visiting schools and organisations over the coming months to network, and the Mobile Youth Hub will also be taken out to other areas during the next school holidays.
5.2. 2026 Youth Council Nominations – open 1 September
Bella, Codey, Lacey, Ayush, Alanah, Ben, Archie, and John have offered to be involved in promotions at their schools. 
5.3. Youth Council report to Council and Council meeting attendance – reminder.
Youth Council members encouraged to attend and support the Junior Mayor. Let Zoe know if you would like to attend
5.4. Youth Awards – reminder and confirm roles
Roles are not yet finalised; however, Zoe provided an overview of what they might look like. Roles will be circulated closer to the event.
5.5. Youth Council attendance at Citizenship Ceremony 
The following Youth Council members indicated they would be interested in attending a Citizenship ceremony: Codey, Bella, Lola, Lacey, Ayush, John, Archie, Mo. Informed that 17 September would suit. 
5.6. Regional Student Voice Conference – 16 September 2025
Ayush will be speaking at this event. Zoe will provide more details when available.
5.7. Spirit of ANZAC recipient – Mohammad
Ayush congratulated Mo on being selected. Mo shared an update on his application process and explained that he will travel to Turkey in November for 10 days. During the trip, he will research the story of a soldier who died there. 



	6. Consultations / Presentations 

	Tracey-Lea Smith| Coordinator Creative City | CoGG

ROAM Geelong Festival 

Tracey-Lea provided an overview of ROAM Geelong – Victoria’s newest arts event designed to engage audiences in a multi-sensory, interactive, and participatory experience.

ROAM will transform the central Geelong precinct, replacing Geelong After Dark and White Night, and will feature:
· Street dance party
· Interactive roaming puppets
· Live music
· Archibald Prize gallery
· First Nations projections
· Public art installations
· Theatre performances
· Local musicians (including Grid series performers)
· Puppet workshops
· Multimedia laneway art
· Processions

Event details:
· Location: Little Malop Street and part of Gheringhap Street (closed to traffic)
· Time: 4:00pm – 7:00pm
· Capacity: approx. 20,000 people

Tracey-Lea asked for ideas on promoting the event to young people. Suggestions included: schools, posters, social media, sporting clubs, public transport advertising, and posters in youth spaces.
Ayush thanked Tracey-Lea for her presentation.



	7 Project work 


9.1. Youth Council to choose a group project to run for the rest of the 2025 term
Zoe outlined the parameters of a group project and the level of commitment involved. The Youth Council then brainstormed possible projects, including:
· A Youth Logo – potentially designed by an Indigenous artist or through a youth competition.
· A Youth Website Page – either revamping an existing site or creating a dedicated youth page.
Zoe suggested that a good starting point would be developing a proposal/plan, including:
· Key ideas
· Desired outcomes
· Examples of what has worked elsewhere
The group will meet on 1 September to finalise project plan and next steps. 
Dinner 6pm – 6:30pm

	8. CCMP agenda run through 


10.1. CCMP meeting – Wed 20 August, 5:30 – 7:30pm
Youth Councillors ran through topics from the development sheet:
· Bella: Lack of community input into climate change. Suggested Council host local events, dedicate budget, and make opportunities accessible for young people. Could partner with organisations like Geelong Sustainability.
· Lacey: Community safety at Moorabool bus stops. Suggested raising with Councillors to explore how community police presence could support this.
· John: Barriers preventing key stakeholders from contributing to discussions about relocating/investing in bus stops.
· Archie: Poor footpaths in older suburbs creating tripping hazards. Raised concerns from personal experiences and lack of consultations.
· Ayush: Rubbish in outer suburbs affecting safety and liveability. Suggested more funding for maintenance. Potholes also identified as an issue.
· Alanah: Concerns about carbon emissions targets not being met. Suggested asking Councillors about progress towards carbon neutrality and current plans.
· Mohammad: Safety in Geelong. Many young people feel unsafe, particularly CALD communities. Suggested creating welcoming spaces with better lighting and free Wi-Fi.
· Ben: Lack of active transport infrastructure (footpaths, bike lanes, e-scooter networks). Noted Geelong is behind other councils. Suggested asking why.
The group also confirmed Q&As and discussed the meeting structure. Each Youth Councillor selected two priority areas. Groups then developed draft questions to present to Councillors at the CCMP meeting.
	9. Other Business



	10. Meeting Close 


Next meeting 4:30pm, Mon, 15 September 2025
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