


[image: ]MINUTES 
Youth council 	
ADvisory Committee
15 SEPTEMBER 2025| 4:30-7:30pm | PODIUM, MP ROOM1 – WURRIKI NYAL 
Attendees
Chair – Ayush Singh (Junior Mayor)

Youth Council Members – Alanah Forbes (Junior Deputy Mayor), Archie Gaylard, Bella Harvey, Ben Pocock, Lacey Young,  Mohammad Husseini, Sarah Ivey. 

Council Officers – Zoe Eastick, Greg Chadwick, Steph Dunbar, Guy Srinivasan, Rohan Beggs (student placement)                                                                                              
Guests 
Maddy, Eloise and Alanah | Office for Youth | Australian Government
Karina Donkers | Program and Climate Campaign Coordinator | Geelong Sustainability
Apologies
Codey Broomhall, John McClure, Lola Philip-Szaraz
	1. Welcome & Acknowledgement of Country 

	The Junior Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Ben delivered the Acknowledgement of Country:

Acknowledgement of Country

We, the Youth Council, acknowledge the Wadawurrung People as the Traditional Owners of the land on which we live, learn, work, and dream. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present, and to all emerging leaders.

We walk alongside the Wadawurrung and all First Nations Peoples to build an inclusive and respectful Geelong and to care for Country so it can thrive. We honour their deep spiritual connection to Country, plants, and animals - where the soil beneath our feet, the water in our streams, and the sun rising in the sky carry stories passed down through generations.



	2. Quorum


Quorum met
	3. Declaration of Conflict of Interest


No conflicts of interest declared.

	4. Confirmation of Previous Minutes

	Youth Council meeting minutes – 18 August 2025

Confirmed: Archie Gaylard						Seconded: Lacey Young


[bookmark: _Hlk171407332] 
Zoe introduced Guy (new Youth Council worker), Rowan (Student placement) and Sameera (Cultura) who are here in the meeting tonight.


	5. Consultations / Presentations 

	Maddy, Eloise and Alanah | Office for Youth | Australian Government
4:35pm – 5:20pm

Digital Youth Hub

The Office for Youth (OFY) is all about connecting young people with Australian Government. They provide opportunities for young people to share their ideas and be included in government decisions. 

The presenters will be seeking Youth Council’s feedback on the Digital Youth Hub, a federal government website that was launched in 2024. After a year of operation, the OFY would like to hear your thoughts about what is missing. 

Maddy, Alanah and Eloise presented the Office for Youth overview, its purpose and provided a copy of the Engage Strategy. One of the new projects is the Digital Youth Hub which provides information on a variety of issues pertaining to young people. The OYA staff presented the Digital Youth Hub to the Youth Council and asked them to provide feedback. The youth council were allocated a sub section from the website to review and comment on. 

The Youth Council provided feedback and comments including -

Health and Well Being
- Could increase data on sport and mental health
- Some of the information not as relevant to all young people
- Some information about online photos and consent would be beneficial
- Could include some information on healthy eating
Environment
- Could include information on specific areas
- include some specific issues like south Australian algae issue
- would like to see how you can get involved
- some interactive graphics would be great
- as well as good news stories it would be good to include bad news stories as well - myth buster section
- current state of some localised areas
Life stuff- 
[bookmark: _Int_NSKJYRdh]-The stuff around superannuation and tax was really helpful
- With the housing section, it focused on homelessness but would be good to include informing on how to buy a house and the process would be great
- Could include financial planning like mobile phone plan
- Maybe come up with another heading instead of Life Stuff
- Colours were nice!
- Could it pop up on Google, so it comes up in searches.
General
- Maybe include a summary of each section and provide links
- Was easy to navigate

OFY staff presented some opportunities for young people to get involved. These included advisory groups on a variety of issues, such as gender violence, first nations, environment and several others.  OFY staff also presented the Youth Parliament Program and the Youth Steering Committee and encouraged young people to get involved. 

OFY staff also provided a link to their Youth Survey and encouraged young people to complete this.

OFY staff also advised that young people could make a submission on any area that interest them. More information is available on the Australian Parliament Website. 

Maddy, Alanah and Eloise thanked the Youth Council for their input and feedback

Ayush thanked the OFY for their presentation allowing the Youth Council to have input


	Karina | Program and Climate Campaign Coordinator | Geelong Sustainability
5:20pm – 5:50pm

Youth Voices for Climate Justice

In this unique intergenerational event, an amazing panel of young climate leaders will share their stories of change, challenge and vision. Facilitated by Eve Mayes from Deakin University, this discussion will explore the inequitable impacts of the climate crisis on young people, and why their voices are essential in shaping just and effective climate action.

Karina provided an update on this event and sought input on engaging and promoting with young people and invited Youth Council members to be involved.

Karina gave an overview of the Geelong Sustainability organisation and provided the vision which is to make sure everyone is coming along on the journey to a transition 

Event in two months on Tuesday 25th November at the Cats Conference Centre about climate solutions. This will have a panel including young people who will   

Karina asked the Youth Councill what they would like other generations to know with the comments contributing to the panel discussions. The Youth Councillors split up into pairs and small groups and came up with the following comments - 

- It's a collective joint effort. We all need to do it together
- Would like to know the opinions of people regarding new houses and small backyards 
- How has the older generations seen the changes in the environment
- Show how small changes can make a big difference
- Because it's affecting the whole earth it could be a driving thing to collectively work together
- Reflected on a CCMP meeting about attitudes of some of the population. Important we challenge not progressive attitudes. 
- Would like to advise other generations how environment issues can affect younger generations mental health
- How to challenge the older generations ideas about negative and non-progressive ideas and lifestyles
- It can now affect the decisions younger people are making
- Can we focus on some good ideas – good news stories, benefits and champion the young people who are making a positive impact on the environment

Karina thanked the Youth Council for their input and encouraged the group to consider being a panel member and / or attend the forum

Ayush thanked the Karina for their presentation allowing the Youth Council to have input







	6.  Updates (5:50 – 6pm)

	6.1. 2026 Youth Council Nominations 
[bookmark: _Int_ZfqcQzzq]- Thanks to Mo for presenting at his school assembly. Numbers are currently pretty low so please promote as much as you can. Speak at your schools and to as many young people as you can. Share on your socials
[bookmark: _Int_jTuQXvBA]6.2. Youth Council report to Council and Council meeting attendance – Update/reflection (Ben)
Ayush presented the Youth Council report at the last Council Meeting. Ben reflected that the report was really well received, and Ayush did a great job. Councillors were very supportive of the report. 
[bookmark: _Int_LlHQNoQ4]6.3. Youth Awards – Reflection (all)
Zoe praised the Youth Council for all their input on the Youth Awards evening. Zoe reflected that the Youth Councillors conducted themselves really well and were a great asset to the evening
6.4. Youth Council attendance at Citizenship Ceremony
Ayush said it was great that some Youth Councillors had volunteered to attend this. The Youth Councillors need to be at the event at 4.00pm and the event will finish at 7.00pm 
6.5. Youth Council school holiday drop ins – 24 Sept, 1 Oct
These sessions will happen at The Nest from 11am to 1pm – Aims are to meet Councillors, talk about any issues pertaining to young people and promote Youth Council. Councillors Sinclair, Wilkinson and Mayor Kontelj have all confirmed. Ayush encouraged as many Youth Councillors and other young people to attend. 
6.6. 15 October CCMP – to Chair meeting
Archie said he could chair again 



Dinner 6pm – 6:15pm
	7. Ayush speech run through – Regional Student Voice Conference (6:15 - 6:25pm)


7.1. Ayush to run through speech for RSVC conference and seek feedback from Youth Council 
Ayush, Lacey and Sarah will attend the Regional Student Voice Conference tomorrow night. Ayush presented his speech to the Youth Councillors and asked for feedback. Youth Councillors gave some feedback on some minor wording and were very supportive of the speech. 
	7. Project work (6:25pm – 6:45pm)


7.1. Youth Council to present findings from Geelong Australia youth webpage audit 
Zoe presented the Geelong Youth Web Pages and asked the group to present their findings. The finding s included - 
Group 1 - Ayush, John, Bella, Lacey and Archie - 
Youth Council page - 
- Engagement – Nominate on line was appealing
- Picture of Youth Council was nice to see
- More images would be great
- More colour (pascal) would be good
- Liked how easy it was to understand 
- Dot points need to be more concise – currently very big. Only read the short ones
- Civic and democratic process is not youth friendly – use more youth friendly language
- Mobile Youth Hub is there but it's the only one. Either have 
- Get to know Youth Councillors page would be good – maybe a carousel image
- What Youth Council does would be good and what previous Youth Councillors have done

Youth Council Minutes Page
- Minutes – not a term young people use.
- Needs way more colour	
- Very hard to understand
- Maybe a small summary of the meetings
- Accessibility is ok
- Maybe replace word docs with PDF
- Links are not up to date
- Should have the latest meeting at the top
Group 2 – Ben, Alanah, Mo, Sarah - 
- Main Web page - 
- Liked formatting and colours at top
- Very text heavy
- Emphasis placed on “for schools” instead of a landing page for young people
- Easy to read and understand
- Sign up to newsletter should not be at the top
- Translate page is good
- Links to subpages are good
- More focus should be on young people instead of schools (ie love bites)
- Mobile youth hub page is lacking. Have some pictures and what it does.
- Need to have the information about where the Mobile Youth Hub is going to be – not just on social media particularly with the social media ban coming up
- Some pictures of young people don’t look very young.
- Nest Youth Hub
- Could say what The Nest is going to offer
- Easy to find
- Each section should have a small image or blurb
- Some content is relevant but could improve
- Photos need to be updated so they show what it is not
- Could say “Designed by young people for young people”

LoveBites
- Well written and informative
- Too text heavy 
- more images and diagrams 
- Easy to read on a laptop and IPad
- What it aims to achieve is pretty good
- No data of tangible information
- When I look at it I think of hospitals

Stand Out Groups
- Highlights outcome goals
- Still no photos on anything
- Have something more personable like quotes from students or even teachers
- Uses simple and direct language
- Links are good and good to have emails to contact somebody for more information 
- Some sentences are a bit long
- Doesn't look like it has been updated
- Link from schools to council not clear
Zoe advised that we will have the next meeting to check in on 29 September as per project plan. 
	8. CCMP preparation (6:45pm – 7:30pm)


8.1. CCMP meeting – Wed 15 October, 5:30 – 7:30pm
Zoe flagged Monday 6th October as an online meeting to prepare for the CCMP meeting
8.2. Feedback from last meeting
Did not discuss – will hold CCMP prep meeting on Monday 6 October. All member are expected to attend this meeting. It will be hybrid. 
8.3. Prepare topics for discussion and determine areas to be included in advice
	11. Other Business



	12. Meeting Close 


Next meeting 4:30pm, Mon, 27 October, 2025
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