


[image: ]MINUTES 
Youth council 	
ADvisory Committee
Monday 04 May 2026| 4:45PM-7:30pm | City Hall 
Attendees
Chair – Vignesh Ram (Junior Mayor)

Youth Council Members – Bailey Roberts (Junior Deputy Mayor), Anthony Huynh, Ethan Pearce, Farzan Samar, Kieley Delbridge, JJ Naijan, Matilda Singleton, Mustafa Hussaini, Nevaeh Huynh, Zara Leith

Council Officers – Guy Srinivasan, Greg Chadwick
GUESTS 
Zelda Farley | Youth Engagement & Connections Officer| COGG
Khyl Cornwill | Acting Team Leader Youth Engagement & Connections | COGG
Laura Costello | Senior Administration Officer | COGG
APOLOGIES

	1. Welcome & Acknowledgement of Country – performed by JJ

	Acknowledgement of Country

On behalf of the Youth Council, I acknowledge the Wadawurrung People as the Traditional Custodians of the land where we live, learn, work, and gather. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present, and recognise their continuing cultural leadership. We honour their deep spiritual connection to Country, where the soil beneath our feet, the water in our streams, and the sun rising in the sky carry stories passed down through generations. We walk alongside Wadawurrung people and the wider First Nations community to build an inclusive and respectful community, and to preserve Country so it can thrive. We appreciate all First Nations people who are part of our Greater Geelong community and acknowledge any who are present today.




	2. Quorum


Quorum has been met
	3. Declaration of Conflict of Interest


No conflicts of interest declared
	4. Confirmation of Previous Minutes

	Youth Council meeting minutes – 30 March 2026

Accepted by – Ethan Pearce                                       Seconded by – Keeley Delbridge





	5. Guest Presentation/Consultations (4.50pm – 5:10pm) 

	
Zelda Farley | Youth Engagement & Connections Officer| COGG
Khyl Cornwill | Acting Team Leader Youth Engagement & Connections | COGG

Zelda provided an overview of the upcoming Youth Awards on September 11th, including information about the nomination process and promotion of the event. 

Zelda invited expressions of interest from Youth Council to participate in the judging panel. There will be four youth council members and other young people on the panel. Most Youth Council members expressed interest. 

Youth Council members were asked if anyone would be interested in speaking roles at the event, with most members indicating they would be. Zelda will liaise with Guy regarding next steps for these roles. 

Youth Council contributed ideas for entertainment, including dancing and youth bands from schools. Zelda requested to contact her with any further ideas. 

Guy to forward Zelda’s details to Youth Council members



	6. Endorse the new Acknowledgement of Country (5:10-5.15pm)

	
Following collaboration between members outside of the meeting, the draft 2026 Youth Council Acknowledgement of Country was presented to the group for consideration. The Junior Mayor read the draft aloud and sought consensus from members for formal endorsement.
The Acknowledgement of Country reads:

On behalf of the Youth Council, I acknowledge the Wadawurrung People as the Traditional Custodians of the land where we live, learn, work, and gather. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present and recognise their continuing cultural leadership. We honour their deep spiritual connection to Country, where the soil beneath our feet, the water in our streams, and the sun rising in the sky carry stories passed down through generations. We walk alongside Wadawurrung people and the wider First Nations community to build an inclusive and respectful community, and to preserve Country so it can thrive. We appreciate all First Nations people who are part of our Greater Geelong community and acknowledge any who are present today.
The Acknowledgement of Country was unanimously endorsed by the Youth Council.




	7. Updates (5:15-5.25pm) (Guy)

	7.1 The Nest Reference Group experience (JJ & Nevaeh)
The Nest Reference Group was cancelled. The next meeting is scheduled Tuesday 19th May, which JJ and Nevaeh will attend. Guy will advise Sarah of their attendance. 

7.2 Serving Up Stories: Cultural Indigenous Dining Experience (Ethan)
Zara, Matilda and Ethan attended the Cultural Indigenous Dining Experience. It was a wonderful experience learning about the origins of some of the First Nations stories. Ethan noted the group really enjoyed learning from some of the First Nations community members in Geelong.

7.3 Geelong United basketball match at Geelong Arena (Anthony)
Anthony attended the NBL basketball match with Nevaeh, Farzan and Ethan. Anthony shared that although he was unable to stay for the whole day, the game itself was great, and it was a wonderful experience. Also in attendance were Deputy Mayor Eddy Kontelj, Cr Chris Burson and Fiona from the Youth Development Unit. The next game is on 5th July.

7.4 Youth Brand and Identity Co-design Workshop experience (Mustafa)
Mustafa and Nevaeh attended the Youth Brand and Identity Co-design Workshop two weeks ago. The session was well attended by young people who participated in a range of activities such as making mood-boards and discussions around how young people wanted Geelong Youth to be branded. 

7.5 Pulse FM radio interview experience (Farzan)
Farzan and Nevaeh attended The Pulse radio station to participate in the Tuesdays Frontpage Program two weeks ago. They discussed Youth Council processes and a summary of the program so far. Farzan said it was a was fascinating experience and they were made to feel very safe and valued.  

7.6 Radio phone interview (Viggy)
Viggy took part in a prerecorded interview with KRock/BayFM and spoke about the City’s Youth Social Connection Project and Youth Council. Viggy said it was a great experience. 

7.7 Interview with the Geelong Advertiser (Zara)
Zara participated in a phone interview with journalist Evie from the Geelong Advertiser, discussing youth loneliness and the Youth Social Connection Project. The article appeared in The Geelong Advertiser complete with a photo.

7.8 Project Grant Update (Guy)
Awaiting an announcement from The Office of Youth, aAnticipate an outcome will be communicated by the end of May. 

7.9 Ocean Grove Neighbourhood House’s Reconciliation Week event - Friday 22 May, 5pm to 7pm (Guy)
 Youth Council attendees confirmed as  JJ, Mustafa, Viggy and Bailey. Young People to make their own way to Ocean Grove Neighbourhood House. More details to follow. 

7.10 All upcoming events in May – calendar (Guy)
- CCMP Meeting, 13th May 2026. 5.30pm to 7.30pm
- Project Meeting Monday 18th May
- Ocean Grove Neighbourhood House’s Reconciliation Week event on Friday 22 May, 5pm to 7pm

7.11 CCMP Meeting time adjustment (Guy)
The CCMP Meeting scheduled for 13 May 2026 has been moved to 5:30pm–7:30pm to support councillor attendance.


	8. Councillor Connect Mentoring Program 5.25pm – 6.00pm (Guy)


8.1 Overview of the upcoming CCMP’s agenda and structure (5 mins)
Guy went through the CCMP Agenda in detail and outlined the process for the evening. 
8.2 CCMP Session 1 Feedback – How they would like to present and reflect on this (10 mins)
Guy went through the feedback which was provided by Youth Council and discussed how some of these changes can be implemented. This included the swapping process. 
8.3 Break into two groups to brainstorm priority area discussion points on a worksheet (20 mins)
The Youth Councillors broke up into 2 groups and discussed the priority area of Economy Equality and Opportunities. They filled in prompts for questions such as - What points they would like to ask and what work Council are doing that connects them to the priority area. 
8.4 Project update discussion with Councillors addressing the concerns they raised about the project in the previous meeting 
Note: This will be a take home activity on the CCMP agenda. Guy to run through this at the end of this session tonight. Please fill and bring it to the CCMP session on 13th May to help with your discussion.
Dinner 6:00– 6:20pm
	9. Youth Council Project discussion 6.20pm – 7.15pm (Guy)



9.1 Pros and Cons Review and Location Selection	Comment by Zoe Eastick: Update numbering in this section
Guy went through the pros and cons of potential venues for the Youth Market. The Youth Council members discussed each option and voted on their preferred locations

· Geelong West Town Hall – 6 votes
· Johnstone Park – 5 votes

Based on the outcome, Geelong West Town Hall was selected as the preferred venue. Guy will proceed with the booking.
9.2 Establish partnerships Guy proposed that Youth Council engage with external organisations to build partnerships for the Youth Market. This includes presenting the market concept to Cultura Youth Council at an upcoming meeting.
The group agreed to attend the 10 June meeting (5:00pm–7:00pm). Attendees will be Farzan, Keeley, Ethan, Viggy, Zara and Tilly.
Additional partnership opportunities were identified, including Amplify (youth events such as Battle of the Bands), Headspace (youth reference group), and Ben’s Youth Social Connection Project group. 


9.3 Activity: a/kit to belong resources
Guy facilitated an activity from a/part of the crowd to help inspire ideas for the market. Four activity stations were set up on different tables, allowing the Youth Councillors to engage with and review different ideas for the potential inclusion in their market.

9.4 Group reflection on the activities
The group discussed some of the activities. Key ideas included:
· Simplify some of the activities
· Combine some of the activities
· Keep instructions short and simple
· Have some of the activities unfacilitated
· Doing the puzzle was really calming
· Good to have interactive and solo options
· Bookmarks for lifeline is awesome
· Stickers are great
· Maybe have a screen/audio/video with some instructions
· Love the mood lighting and zen space to destress
· Have some people roving around to help with instructions 

9.5 WhatsApp groups for each committee 
Guy has created WhatsApp groups  for each project sub-committee – more details to follow.
New sub-committee suggestion: Decoration team – Tilly, Zara, Farzan

9.6 Project Proposal Development 
Guy ran through what a project proposal looks like and provided an example. Viggy has offered to create a Google document for the project plan so Youth Council can collaborate in a shared document.


	10. Other Business (15 mins)



· Guy explained the CCMP take home activity for the project update, and reminded members about the other project proposal take home activity.

	11. Meeting Close 


Next meeting 4.45pm, Mon, 1st June 2026. 
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